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Building a New Home or want a special renovation done? 
Contact us to get the process started. 631-731-3030

EASTBAYBUILDERSINC.COM  • 10 Wilcox Ave., Center Moriches

Turn Winter Dreams into Spring and Summer Realities.

From New Construction to Large Remodels and Small Upgrades
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Valentine’s Day is February 14th

Gift cards are available at the
spa or by scanning the QR code.

East Moriches       (631) 909-3810

CM schools 
presents

revised bond 
proposal

Revote to take place
March 19

BY NICOLE FUENTES

The Center Moriches School District 
Bond Committee has recently made a 
recommendation for a revised bond pro-
posal to the board of  education. The 
board has since voted, last month, to put 
the bond up for a re-vote with a modified 
and scaled-back $13.9 million proposal.

The project, according to Keri Lough-
lin, assistant superintendent for busi-

Meet Matt,
the 12-year-old 

farmer
Barn Again Farm is located 

in Center Moriches
BY NICOLE FUENTES

Twelve-year-old Matt Gartelman 
moved to the Moriches in 2022 from Wan-
tagh in Nassau County with his family, 
seeking a life with more outdoors and 
space. As a first-generation farm manag-
er, he found just that in Center Moriches 
by creating and co-owning Barn Again 
Farm. He lives on the just under two-acre 
farm, located at 87 Bernstein Boulevard, 
with his parents and older brother and 
sister.

“It’s family owned, and I run and main-

See CM SCHOOLS on page 4

See FARMER MATT on page 18

This adorable red fox was captured on 
camera in the snow last year. Red foxes are 

the most widely distributed carnivore in the 
world, and are known to appear in nearly 

every county of New York State.
MT/Kathleen Balsamo

Long
Island
fox in
snow
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Established 1976

www.hbmillwork.com • 631.289.0100

494 Long Island Ave.
Medford, NY

Call or Text for Appointment

Established 1976

Stairs
Loft Ladders
Balusters
Countertops
Circulars
Corbels
Louvers
Doors
Posts
Mantels
Millwork
Moulding
Reducers
Windows
Hand Rails
Finial Caps

Suffolk License #HI-63172
Nassau License #162824

PROUDLY SERVING LONG ISLANDERS FOR 48 YEARS

H.B. Millwork is the place to go for your custom stair, rail and millwork needs.
Our team of professionals and craftsmen will help bring  your concept to reality.
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Parking lot expansion to come
No cost to

CM Library taxpayers
BY NICOLE FUENTES

Last year, the Friends of  the Center 
Moriches Free Public Library  provided 
financial support to help the library pur-
chase a piece of  land adjacent to the 
building located at 235 Montauk Highway, 
the land is located near the existing lot in 
the rear.

In 2024, according to Center Moriches 
Library director Marcie Litjens, they plan 
to use the land to expand the parking lot 
which is already at capacity most days. 
In addition to extra spaces that are wider, 
she said, they will designate more hand-
icap parking and walkway through the 
parking lot.  

The club, according to members, col-
lects donated books eight months out of  
the year in an effort to sort and collect 
enough books for their sales. All funds 
raised support the purchase of  equip-
ment, furniture, and programs. This fund-
ing also made the donation property pur-
chase possible. 

“People don’t know what to do with 
them [old books], and, for years, I hated 
when people would throw them away. So, 
we collect them,” member Kathy Klein-
peter said of  the idea behind the book 
sales.

The land was officially acquired last 
year by the friends of  the library. The cur-
rent budget for the lot is $650,000, which 
will include the new lot and redesigning 
the existing one. The library board is cur-
rently working with their architect, John 
Tanzi, to complete the design of  the new 

area. The new area is projected to include 
55 additional spots, including more hand-
icapped parking. The new design will also 

widen the existing stalls and create a path-
way to walk through the lot.  

“Many factors were considered beyond 

traffic flow and safety including fencing, 
landscaping, and special lighting to reduce 
light pollution at night,” said Litjens.

Additionally, she said, they were recom-
mended for a NYS Construction Aid Grant 
of  $225,000. The land for the parking area 
was acquired last year, and the Friends of  
the Library generously donated money 
towards the purchase. 

“Careful budgeting has allowed the 
library to proceed with this project with-
out asking the public for a bond,” Litjens 
explained, noting the zero cost to the tax-
payer. “The need for a larger parking lot 
has been necessitated due to an increase 
in the community using the services of  
the library.”

Additions including a brand-new com-
puter lab, a lounge area to enjoy a cup of  
coffee from the café, and many new ser-
vices over the years, including passport 
acceptance, notary, social work interns, 
museum passes and seed library, which 
she credited to the increased usage of  the 
library.  

“We’ve purchased new tables and chairs 
to accommodate the increase of  people 
staying to enjoy what the library offers,” 
she added. “It’s only natural with an 
increase of  people using the library that 
we would have to create a larger parking 
lot.”

The project, according to Litjens, is 
awaiting SED approval and then it will 
go out for public BID. Project start time 
and completion are still undetermined, 
with a projected groundbreaking for the 
spring and a hope for completion before 
the summer. n

A R C H I T E C T S

John Tanzi Architect
129 Main Street - Unit 620

Stony Brook, NY 11790
631-751-0108

www.jtarchitects.net

Architecture
Engineering

Interiors

Parking Lot Project
Center Moriches Free Public Library

Site Plan

Local business leader fills 
vacant library board seat

Chris Ricciardi appointed to 
Mastics-Moriches-Shirley 

Library Board
The Mastics-Moriches-Shirley Com-

munity Library has announced an addi-
tion to its Board of  Trust-
ees. Following the resigna-
tion of  Nancy Marks, the 
library board has appoint-

ed Chris Ricciardi, a distinguished local 
business owner and community leader, 
to fill the vacancy.

This decision comes at a pivotal 
time for the library, which is currently 
expanding its reach with two new satel-
lite centers and undergoing major ren-
ovations at its main facility. Rather than 
leaving the seat vacant, the board opt-
ed for an appointment to ensure strong 
governance during this transformative 
period.

Ricciardi brings over 30 years of  expe-
rience in the home improvement indus-
try and a rich history of  community ser-
vice. He has served as chair of  the Mastic 
Beach Village Zoning Board of  Appeals, 
secretary to Zoning and Planning, and 
is the current vice president of  the Pat-
tersquash Creek Civic Association. His 
involvement in various community 
events and initiatives demonstrates his 
commitment to the community’s growth 
and development.

 Ricciardi will serve on the board until 
the next trustee election on Tuesday, 
April 2, when he will stand for election. 

Also on the ballot will be Joseph Maiora-
na, the current board president.

“We are thrilled to welcome Chris to 
the board,” said Maiorana. “His exten-
sive experience and dedication to com-
munity service make him an ideal choice 
for this role, especially at such a crucial 
time for our library.”

Kerri Rosalia, the library director, 
echoed these sentiments. 

“Chris’s appointment is a testament to 
our commitment to progress and com-
munity engagement. His insights and 
expertise will be invaluable as we contin-
ue to transform and grow,” she said. 

The library budget vote and trustee 
election will take place on Tuesday, April 
2, at the Mastic Beach Satellite Branch, 
located at 369 Neighborhood Road, Mas-
tic Beach.

Further information for those interest-
ed in running for library trustee, includ-
ing details on collecting petitions, will be 
announced soon. For more information, 
please contact (631) 399-1511.

ABOUT THE
MASTICS-MORICHES-SHIRLEY 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY
The Mastics-Moriches-Shirley Com-

munity Library was established by the 
voters of  the William Floyd School Dis-
trict in the summer of  1974. It grew from 
two portable classrooms to a full-service 
44,000-square-foot facility in Shirley. The 
library is now undergoing a voter-ap-
proved $26.7 million major expansion and 
renovation, which has so far resulted 

in the addition of  two 7,000 square foot 
satellite branches in Moriches and Mas-
tic Beach. It is one of  Suffolk County’s 
busiest libraries and has been a leader 
in providing innovative services includ-

ing dynamic programming for children, 
families, and seniors; cultural activities; 
literacy and ESL services; and college and 
career readiness. For more information, 
go to www.communitylibrary.org. n

MASTIC-
SHIRLEY

TOTAL LIBRARY VISITORS
2021: 67,668 or 190 per day (COVID)

2022: 179,184 or 491 per day
2023: 199,098 or 545 per day

Rendering provided by John Tanzi

Courtesy photo
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ness, still has a focus on health and safe-
ty, also addressing aging infrastructure. 
A presentation was made by the district 
on Jan. 10

Projects will now include sidewalks, 
asphalt, American Disabilities Act 
compliance, security upgrades, boiler 
replacement, and crawlspace abatement 
at Clayton Huey; and sidewalks, asphalt, 
auditorium renovation, roof  replace-
ment, boiler and storage tank replace-
ment, security upgrades, interior ren-
ovations relating to health and safety, 
window/wall replacement, and out-
door track replacement at the 
middle school/high school.

According to the dis-
trict, with smaller proj-
ects the proposal is 
expected to be com-
pleted within two to 
three years, depend-
ing on state permit-
ting. However, the 
project start date was 
pushed back to winter 
2025 due to the re-vote. 

The district also noted 
that all included projects 
are aidable at the 78 percent 
building aid rate. The cost equates 
to $0.22 cents on the dollar to get all 
projects completed. Taxpayer impact 
analysis will be updated and provided in 
future presentations. The current esti-
mate is about $200/average taxpayer in 
total at conclusion of  all work.

The Center Moriches School District 
hosted their original $45 million bond 
vote on Oct. 24, 2023, for two phases 
of  projects, including major building 
upgrades as well as a turf  football field. 
The vote ultimately failed, with 341 yes 

votes to 610 no votes for Proposition 
1, and 258 yes votes to 690 no votes for 
Proposition 2.

The first proposition was for infra-
structure including the roof  replace-
ment, door replacements, sidewalk 
repair, new boilers, library upgrades, an 
auditorium revamp, a dedicated space 
for the music department and as well 
as family consumer science classroom 
upgrades and new locker rooms at both 
the middle and high schools.

The second proposition was for a new 
turf  field. The district currently uses 

the nearby Town of  Brookhav-
en turf  field, though there 

are no bleachers. The new 
field would have includ-
ed the existing already 
replaced lighting as 
well as new bleach-
ers for viewing and a 
press box.

The total cost for 
the field would have 

been about $3.6 million. 
Proposition 2 was con-

tingent on Proposition 1 
passing. However, both orig-

inally failed.
The $13.9 million bond re-vote for 

the revised and scaled-back proposal will 
take place on March 19 at the Clayton 
Huey Main Street gym from 7 a.m. to 9 
p.m.

A community forum will be hosted at 
the high school library on March 13 at 
7 p.m. A bond brochure has also been 
mailed to all residents and a simple tax 
calculator will be posted to the website 
this month. For more information on 
the revised proposal visit: https://www.
cmschools.org/district/bond. n

CM SCHOOLS: Vote next month
FROM PAGE 1

MORICHES CHAMBER UPDATE
In February, the chamber will be run-

ning a lottery raffle. Lottery tickets 
are $5 and can be purchased up to 29 
times. The winning number will be 
determined by the New York State Daily 
Lottery evening number for the month 
of  February 2024. If  your ticket number 
is drawn on Monday through Saturday, 
the prize is $50 and Sunday is $100. 

Tickets can be purchased at Moriches 
Bay Deli, Moriches Bay Realty, AJ Sun-
flower, Jimmy Osborne Music, Druek’s 
Hardware, and South Shore Plumbing 
and Heating. Tickets can also be pur-
chased online at  www.morichescham-
ber.org.

The February chamber meeting will 
be held at the Moriches Field Brewing 
Co. in Center Moriches with food from 
Buckley’s.

Also, the Center Moriches St. Pat-
rick’s Day Dinner honoring Grand 
Marshal George Keller will be held on 
March 8 from 7-11 p.m. at The Rock 
Hill Country Club. Tickets are $75; visit 
moricheschamber.org for more infor-
mation. n

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
The chamber held another 

successful year of  their student 
scholarships. Below is the list of  

students honored for 2023:
September- Isabella Rayburn

October- Sophia Riamondi
November- Nicholas Gentile
December- Andrew Foster

NEXT ISSUE OF THE TIDE MARCH 1ST

Deadline - February 16
To Advertise, Call Chris 516-707-7386

thetideofmoriches.com

learn more at
www.water-drinker.com

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS

Succulent Garden Workshop
Tuesday, January 30th: 5:30-7:30

Valentine’s Day Workshop
Tuesday, February 6th: 5:30-7:30

Valentine’s Day Workshop
Tuesday, February 13th: 5:30-7:30

$40 PER PARTICIPANT
1 Beer, Cider or Wine Included

No Reservations Required
Perfect for all ages. All are welcome!

Our plant experts can't 
wait to teach you about 
flowers and guide you 
through our exciting 

workshops each week!
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• We Sell and Install All Types of WOOD AND VINYL FENCING and more
 Chain link, PVC, Wood, Aluminum and Deer fence, Decks, Railings, Sheds, Pergolas, Trellis.

• Asphalt & Paving
Commercial & Residential Asphalt, Paving, Sealcoating & Line striping, Cobble Stone and Pavers.

• Garage Doors
 We sell, service & install all types of overhead garage doors and operators. 
 All brands & models available for new installations and replacements.

631.878.6303 • 179 Frowein Rd., East Moriches, NY
www.craftsmanfenceco.com • Fully licensed & Insured

Established 1975

Work
With A
Craftsman.

CUSTOM DESIGNS WELCOME

18 MONTH INTEREST FREE FINANCING!

Commercial & Residential Automated
Gates and Operating Systems

Garage Door Division

Asphalt Paving
& Masonry

LOCATED 
IN EAST 

MORICHES

Garage Doors

NEED A FENCE?
WE INSTALL 

WINTER, 
SPRING,
SUMMER

AND FALL!
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MT
M O R I C H E S  T A X

TAXES & ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING

Conveniently Located At 373 Main Street
in the Heart of Center Moriches

373 MAIN STREET,  CENTER MORICHES
631 .605.TAXX(8299)  •  WWW.MORICHESTAX.COM

WE BELIEVE
IN MAKING 
YOUR LIFE

JUST A LITTLE 
EASIER

Tax Preparation For:

Individuals
Corporations

LLC’s
Partnerships

We offer evening 
and weekend 

appointments for 
your convenience.

Don’t Wait Call Now!

Tai Chi Fall Prevention Program at CMFPL
BY C. E. PARRY

We are fortunate to have Suffolk Coun-
ty’s only Level I Trauma Center at Stony 
Brook University’s Medical Center.  To 
better serve our communities, their free, 
in-person injury prevention programs 
offer community education on best prac-
tices to enhance safety, prevent injuries, 
and save lives.  

Overseen by Kristi Ladowski, MPH, 
Injury Prevention and Outreach co-co-
ordinator at Stony Brook Medicine, and 
delivered by volunteers, staff, and com-
munity organizations, their programs 
like Stop the Bleed training, Fall/Injury 
Prevention and Preventing Car Crashes 
strive to help people stay out of  emergen-
cy rooms.  One of  these programs, Tai 
Chi For Arthritis, led by Suffolk County 
Department of  Health’s Linda Bohman, 
has found a home at Center Moriches 
Free Public Library.

A fall at any age may cause last-
ing injury; for those over 60, it can be 
life-altering, even fatal. Mobility issues, 
including those brought on by arthritis, 
in those over 65 often lead to falls or 
motor-vehicle injuries.  According to the 
Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, there are 36 million reports of  falls 
among older adults each year and more 
than 32,000 deaths.  One-in-five of  these 
causes broken bones or head trauma.  To 
reduce risk, the CDC recommends exer-
cise to improve leg strength and balance, 
especially activities like tai chi.

What is tai chi?  It began in China as 
a martial art. Over time, it evolved into 
an evasive art that taught practitioners 
to use energy in more efficient ways that 
create harmony, to use energy to reduce 

conflict by evading it. In turn, it offered 
health benefits to practitioners through 
integrating mind, body, and spirit with 
one’s environment.

It is a philosophy of  living that takes its 
influence from nature, where we learn to 
focus on “gi” (pronounced “chi”), energy 
that gives us our vital life force through 
breath.  It embraces balance and a har-
mony that resides between the pairing 
of  opposites—yin and yang—to create 
oneness.  It teaches us to work toward 
completion and integration instead of  
struggle and disconnection.

Doctor Paul Lam, the man credited 
with developing this program, grew up 
in China under harsh conditions, includ-
ing malnutrition, which left him nearly 
crippled by painful arthritis in his mid-
20s.  He trained as a physician after he 
left China, and while in practice discov-

ered that tai chi changed his life. Over 
time, he has developed an evidence-based 
program using scientific outcomes with 
demonstrated health benefits, including 
improved balance, greater ease of  move-
ment, general well-being and fewer falls.  
Since it is a program designed to build 
life enhancement, one should expect to 
have at least 16 sessions to see its bene-
fits.

Among these are reduced arthritis 
pain, enhanced balance through shifting 
weight transfer, greater ease of  move-
ment, reduced risk of  falling, as well 
as greater coordination between hands 
and feet.  It is a lifetime activity, done 
without equipment and, once learned, 
may be practiced anywhere. It is espe-
cially welcoming for beginners since the 
forms taught are slow and are designed 
to be learned over a lifetime of  practice. 

It is beautiful to observe and soothing to 
practice, a choreography in which less is 
best.  And while it may be a solo practice, 
it also builds community.

CMFP, one of  the few libraries in Suf-
folk County willing to accommodate the 
program, will have a new tai chi session 
starting Tuesday, March 5 through April 
30.  For more information contact the 
CMFPL reference desk at (631) 878-0940. n

MT/Parry
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You guessed it. One bought their pre-owned car from Buzz; the other didn’t. The Buzz car 
came with new tires had undergone a 100-point parts and service inspection. Even better, 
like most of our pre-owned cars and trucks, it had been sold and serviced at Buzz Chew. 
The other car needed new brakes and major transmission work within two months. Don’t 
get used. Come to Buzz Chew fi rst for your pre-owned car or truck.

656 County Road 39A, Southampton (631) 287-1000
www.buzzchewautogroup.com
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There’s nothing sweeter 
than a visit to Nettie’s

BY NICOLE FUENTES

Center Moriches-based Nettie’s Coun-
try Bakery officially opened in 2014; how-
ever, the family bakery dates back much 
further than that.

Owner Joe McHeffey has been baking 
since high school. In his senior year at 
Center Moriches High School, he also 
met his wife Jeanette, known as Nettie. 
After graduating, they both opened a 
string of  hometown bakeries—howev-
er, successfully running them became 
increasingly difficult while raising four 
children. McHeffey ditched baking and 
focused on practicing law, while Nettie 
focused on being a mom and a teacher 
for children with autism. 

But McHeffey’s love for baking never 
stopped. He eventually turned his wood-
shed into a kitchen, baking cookies and 
bread to deliver to friends and family 
during the holidays—all accompanied by 
plans to reopen a bakery and eventually 
leading to the creation of  Nettie’s as we 
know it today.

Known for their large assortment and 
holiday favorites, nothing beats some 
of  their featured favorites. This holiday, 
consider some of  their best sellers.

BROWNIE BITES
Choose from a line of  chocolate-cov-

ered brownie bites sold both in-store and 
online at nettiescraftbrownies.com. 

The bakery currently has a dozen 
year-round flavors and 13 seasonal fla-
vors. They ship nationwide. Last year, 
according to the owner’s son and manag-
er Brendan McHeffey, they shipped 700 
boxes of  brownie bites across the coun-
try in the two weeks before Christmas. 

With Valentine’s Day around the cor-
ner, the bakery is gearing up to prepare 
plenty of  these chocolatey treats. The 
raspberry and red velvet bites start at 
$11.49 for four. Or, select a box and make 
your loved one the perfect combination 
of  flavors, starting at $19.99 for eight.

ABOUT THE ORIGINAL 
BROWNIE RECIPE:

The popular recipe includes old-fash-
ioned ingredients that never wastes a 
scrap. It was handed down to Joe McHef-
fey, owner of  Nettie’s Country Bakery, 
during his early baking days.

COOKIES
Every holiday, the bakery also makes 

assorted cookie boxes. 
“They have become very popular in 

the store,” Brendan said. 
The in-house scratch-made cook-

ie line includes chocolate chips, choc-
olate-dipped almond biscotti, oatmeal 
raisin, Russian tea, lemon icebox and 
more—the cookies are packed in gift box-
es and tied with a ribbon and are $32.50 
each. They are available in the store and 
to ship.

“We have big plans to expand the line 
of  cookies in the store and to ship even 
more this year,” he said.

OLD-FASHIONED OFFERINGS
The old-fashioned bakery also includes 

traditional offerings including pastries, 
buns, and cakes. Offered bakery clas-
sics include crumb cake, apple turnovers, 
scones, cheese Danish, and pecan Danish. 

“Our owner, Joe, has been baking his 
entire life and has been using many of  
these same recipes since he was in high 
school,” Brendan explained. “And there 
are some that people only remember 
from their childhood, like apple swirls 
and crumb buns.”

All of  their pastries are made in-house 
from scratch and are baked the day 
they are sold—everything is guaranteed 
fresh. n

STOP BY THE SHOP
Visit Nettie’s Country Bakery 

at 366 Railroad Avenue in Center 
Moriches. They are open Friday, Sat-
urday, and Sunday from 7 a.m.- 4 
p.m. But! It is always tricky with 
holidays, and McHeffey suggested 
people come the weekend before.

Or online at https://nettiescoun-
trybakery.com. 

Nettie’s Country Bakery:  https://
www.instagram.com/nettiescoun-
trybakery/

Nettie’s Craft Brownies:  https://
www.instagram.com/nettiescraft-
brownies/

Courtesy photos

VALENTINE’S DAY PICK
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COUNCILWOMAN

KAREN
DUNNE
KESNIG

Putting
Community

First
I am available to

answer your questions and
listen to your comments and 

concerns about the issues
in your community.

No issue is
too big or small!

Call me at 631-451-6502, or email
kdunnekesnig@brookhavenNY.gov

Council District 6
Mastic, Shirley, Mastic Beach,

East Yaphank, Manorville, Moriches,
Center Moriches, East Moriches,
Parts of Eastport and Calverton BrookhavenNY.gov
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Raising
Awareness

L O V E  I S  M E A N T  T O  B E  G I V E N

1 in 5 teenagers struggle with mental health issues.

Dear Residents of The Moriches,

My name is Aiden Leuthardt, I am a senior at Center 
Moriches High School as well as the head of this 
community service project. On February 9th, to raise 
awareness for P.S. I Love You Day which helps fight 
mental health issues and supports suicide prevention, 
Center Moriches Main Street will be lit up and 
decorated in the color purple and will remain lit
for the entire month.

Please consider donating. All proceeds will go directly 
to P.S. I Love You Day Inc. (50%) who use the money 
to further raise awareness and encourage activism 
in teenagers, Long Island Crisis Center (25%) which 
is our primary local crisis center, and Response 
Crisis Center (25%) who offer valuable bilingual crisis 
services. Donations are accepted by mail at the P.O. 
Box listed below, through the Venmo below, as well 
as through select local businesses along Main Street.
Every donation is greatly appreciated.

Questions?
Contact Me:
mainstreetmentalhealth@gmail.com
Mail Donations to: Aiden Leuthardt,
P.O. Box 104, East Moriches, NY, 11940
Venmo: @Toni-Smith-177
Credit Card donations accepted at
Henry Leuthardt Nurseries,
please call 631-878-1387

If you or someone you know
is in immediate crisis, please dial 988.

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!
Project sponsored by Henry Leuthardt Nurseries.
And special thanks to the Chamber Of Commerce
Of The Moriches.

BY KRAIG KLEIN

In Center Moriches, residents were 
encouraged to donate any used coats 
they had.  Collected coats were then 
redistributed to people who need them 
to survive the harsh winter weather.  
The organizations behind the various 
coat drives sought to help the communi-
ties they served with the donated coats.

Helping Makes U Happy encouraged 
people to bring coats to Carlos Pizza in 
Manorville and place them in a dona-
tion box so they could be collected.  
Residents could also drop off  coats in a 
“beige drop closet” in front of  Helping 
Makes U Happy’s headquarters on Nev-
ille Street in Center Moriches.

“We collect coats every year until 
February,” Helping Makes U Happy 
co-founder Cassy Caputo said.  “We 
donated approximately 50 to the sher-
iff’s SMART Center and we also donate 
to St. John’s Place homeless shelters, 
Angels of  Long Island, East End Hos-
pice Thrift Store, and Lighthouse Mis-
sion. We keep some on hand to donate to 
people who reach out to us and to give to 
schools and counselors who also ask.”

The Presbyterian Church of  the 
Moriches also collected coats through-
out January. Donations may be dropped 

off  at the church on Mondays between 
3:30 and 7:30 p.m.  

“We ask that all donations are clean 
and in good condition,” church food 
pantry coordinator Dawn Murray said.

St. John the Evangelist Roman Cath-
olic Church held its own coat collection 
drive.  Residents were able to leave coats 
in bins found in the Our Lady Queen of  
Apostle parking lot, or donate the coats 
inside the church’s fellowship hall.

“St. John’s looks for coat donations 
year-round,” church parish social min-
istry coordinator Kate Spellman said.  
“We have our Street Ministry that goes 
out into our community every Thurs-
day night, so we are always looking for 
donations.  Donations are most wel-
come year-round; we look for winter 
coats now and lighter-weight coats in 
the spring.  Raincoats [are] most wel-
come, too!”

The Town of  Brookhaven is also host-
ing annual coat donation drive, with 
this year’s coat drive lasting from Jan. 
8 to Feb. 9.  Organized by the Brookha-
ven Youth Bureau, the drive distributes 
donated new and used coats to fami-
lies in need throughout Brookhaven.  
Moriches residents can make donations 
at the Moriches Bay Recreation Center 
on Frowein Road in Center Moriches. n  

Moriches organizations 
collect coats for 

charity

Stock photo

Annual Black History Month celebration
Brookhaven Town supervisor Dan-

iel J. Panico has announced that the 
Town of  Brookhaven’s Black History 
Commission will host the 33rd annu-
al Black History Night at Brookhaven 
Town Hall on Feb. 2, starting at 6 p.m. 
The theme of  this year’s Black History 
Month Celebration is African Ameri-
cans and the Arts. The evening’s pro-
gram will include performances, art 
exhibits, a cultural food tasting, and the 
presentation of  Academic Achievement 
Awards to Brookhaven’s top 51 African 
American high school seniors from 10 
school districts who achieved a cumula-
tive grade point average of  3.5 or higher. 

About the Black History Commission
In 1991, a Black History Month Com-

mittee was formed in observance of  
Black History Month. Two years lat-

er, the then-Town Board established a 
permanent Black History Commission 
to provide continuity in planning and 
organizing a Black History Night cel-
ebration each February. The purpose 
of  these celebrations is to acknowl-
edge and honor the contributions of  
Black Americans, both nationally and 
locally, while fostering an appreciation 
for Black culture and heritage in our 
young people. 

Recognizing that celebrating Black 
culture should not be limited to one spe-
cific month, in January 2014 the Town 
Board unanimously passed a resolution 
expanding and broadening the scope of  
the Black History Commission. This 
afforded the residents of  Brookhaven 
the opportunity to attend the first ever 
Juneteenth event hosted by the Town 
on June 19, 2014, and has since become 
a new annual tradition. n
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We use the fi nest ingredients, the best recipes and then add love.

I N  B U S I N E S S  O V E R  3 6  Y E A R S

Celebrate the Holidays
with us!THE HOME OF WOOD BURNING

BRICK OVEN PIZZA

611 Montauk Highway
CENTER MORICHES

631-878-2528
LaVolpeRestaurant.net

Now Taking Reservations
631-874-3819

Valentine’s DayHAPPY 2-14-24
ONLINE ORDERING AND DELIVERY ON

CIGAR LOVERS SPECIAL! 

ALL CIGARS
BUY 5, GET 1 FREE

You fi nd brands like
Macanudo, KubaKuba, Rocky Patel, Romeo 

Julietta, Montecristo and More...

Grand Opening!
Now Open In East Moriches

LONG ISLAND BEER
& Convenience Store
MILK • EGGS • GROCERIES • ICE • SODA • FIREWOOD

OPEN 7 DAYS • 631-909-1522
94C MONTAUK HIGHWAY, EAST MORICHES

(Next door to Barth’s Pharmacy)

Cigarettes • Tobacco for Rolling Cigarettes

BEST PRICE
ON KRATOM

Great Selection of Cold Beer including
All IPA’s, Corona, Heineken, 
Bud Light, 
Modelo 
plus a wide
selection of
hard seltzers! 

Every Day!
16oz. Coffee

$1.50
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Why we say it with flowers on Valentine’s Day
BY C. E. PARRY

Ever wonder why we cherish the sight 
of  a dozen red roses on Valentine’s Day? 
Or why we pay so much for them?  In her 
article, “A Brief  History of  Flowers in 
Western Art” (Artsy, July 1, 2017), Sarah 
Gottesman provides one possible answer: 
“People have long imbued flowers with 
personal, cultural, and religious signifi-
cance.”

It may surprise you to know that the 
original reason why red roses were con-
sidered important had to do with early 
Christian symbolism.  At a time when 
few people could read, and many patrons 
of  the arts were churches, the two most 
appropriate subjects for painting were 
scenes from mythology or the Bible.  Such 
work was considered instructive as well as 
an homage to religious piety.  The scenes 
were visualizations of  lessons on morality 
and sacrifice.

According to Gottesman, painters 
depicting Christian scenes used white lil-
ies as reminders of  the Virgin’s chastity 
and purity, while red carnations meant 
her love of  Christ.  Red roses and red car-
nations also symbolized Christ’s sacrifice.  
Yet, they also appeared in wedding por-
traits of  the time to represent enduring 
love and devotion; in medieval Europe, 
they were also a sign of  royalty, hence 
the rose symbols that stood for the House 
of  Lancaster and the House of  York in 
England.

The Victorians ushered in a new 
emphasis on refinement in behavior and 
communications among the upper classes, 
especially in the realm of  romance.  Flow-
ers could carry secret messages meant to 
stir emotions between the lovers.  Books 

on floriography—the language of  flow-
ers—helped one offer a token of  flirtation, 
friendship, embarrassment, or disdain to 
a recipient.  Under this scheme, red roses, 
a symbol of  ideal love and beauty, indicat-
ed love; darker roses, shame; and pink ros-
es that your love should remain a secret.

So, as you plan your own floral expres-
sion this Valentine’s Day, remember the 
choices are many.  For those seeking a 
traditional statement, roses are still enor-
mously popular.  Choose pink for appreci-
ation, yellow for friendship, or white for 
innocence.

Looking for a floral statement all your 
own?  Learn more about flowers and their 
meaning in Kate Greenway’s charming 
book “The Language of  Flowers,” illus-
trated by the author—a perfect guide for 
communicating with flowers, and a novel 
gift. n

Flowers for your Valentine at Bailstone Florist
BY  C. E. PARRY

While the rest of  us were making our 
lists, checking them twice, Carol and her 
staff  at Bailstone Florist, in East Morich-
es, was planning for Valentine’s Day.

To have enough inventory to meet the 
demand for arguably the most romantic 
day of  the year, florists must decide by 
mid-January how many roses and oth-
er blooms to order to fulfill customer 

requests that will increase up to eight 
weeks later.

“It’s always a gamble,” she shared.  
“Valentine’s Day is a one day or nothing 
event, and it can be the worst day for a 
florist.  People look at the cost of  flowers 
and think we’re all prospering.  In fact, 
it’s a long lull before Valentine’s Day, 
followed by a long, quiet period after it.”

Demand for most commodities dictates 
cost and flowers are no different.  Unex-

pected weather events like snow or ice 
storms or extreme cold can delay grow-
er deliveries that come from Holland, 
South America, California, and Florida. 
Florists must pay more for stock during 
periods of  peak demand.

Nevertheless, it is Bailstone’s practice 
to try to meet its customers’ needs with 
something at every price point.  “We 
can’t control the weather,” Carol said, 
“but we try to keep costs down by offer-
ing arrangements that are less depen-
dent on the most expensive blooms, like 
red roses.  We have affordable options for 
everyone.”

As one would expect, red roses are the 
most popular floral gift on Valentine’s 
Day, but pink, white, and yellow roses, 
as well as colorful Gerbera daisies are 
frequent choices as well.

Carol has some thoughtful suggestions 
for those looking for something different 
this year.

“Lilies, in an arrangement with soft 
pastel colors, especially in a Victorian 
design, are very romantic. But order 
ahead, preferably a week or more in 
advance, to make certain we have the flo-
ral stock on hand to accommodate your 
request,” she said.

For the procrastinators among us, she 
had some sweet alternatives.  The shop 
has anticipated last-minute purchases 
with some premade arrangements avail-
able for on-the-spot purchases.  It’s best 
to arrive before 3 p.m., however, or this 
option may no longer be available since 
most are gone by that time.

Many other choices can provide a per-
sonal, sweet gift for those uncertain or 
late to the decision. Bailstone Florist has 
an array of  chocolates, orchids, person-

al-care products for gift baskets, soy can-
dles, silver jewelry and stuffed animals, 
all displayed to help ignite a gift giver’s 
imagination.  

“We try to make everyone happy, 
whether you’re shopping for a special 
someone, a parent, neighbor or friend,” 
she said.

But, if  you’re set on flowers after 
all, Carol’s advice is to treat your pur-
chase well, so its color and appeal last. 
“Change the water daily and trim the 
stems after a few days to help extend the 
life of  your arrangement,” she explained 
of  the upkeep.

When asked about the most unusual 
order she’d had, Carol’s eyes twinkled. 

“We had a small mannequin wearing 
a red dress outside the shop as part of  
our display.  A man came in and said he 
wanted to buy it, have flowers added to it, 
and then delivered to a local address. It 
wasn’t really for sale, but he was so insis-
tent we honored his request, made up the 
order, and delivered it.  The woman who 
received it seemed very confused when 
it arrived. And we never saw the man 
again. It was quite a mystery,” she said.

Bailstone Florist, 345A Montauk High-
way, East Moriches, N.Y. (631) 878-0359. n

MT/Parry

Stock photo
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We offer luxury hair services 
for the entire family!

345 Montauk Highway,
East Moriches

www.raeleneshairstudio.com

Love is in your hair!

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

We love our clients, come in and 
let us show you some love for 

Valentines Day! We’re open late 
and appointments are available. 

631-400-9300

You’ll L  ve What 
We Can Do For 
Your Home!
Window Treatments
Draperies • Upholstery
Verticals • Cellular • Shutters
Full Line of Hunter Douglas

COUPON

AREA RUG SALE
5’ X 8’ ...............................$45-$89
6’ X 9’ ............................... $65-$89
8’ X 10’ ........................... $119-$139
9’ X 12’ ............................$110-$169

OFFER EXPIRES 3/15/24

HANSEN
FLOOR & WINDOW COVERINGS  |  EST. 1945

1473 Montauk Hwy., Mastic 
631.281.5330 • HansenCarpet.net
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8-6pm • Sat. 8-5pm • Closed Sundays

We will meet our beat any competitor’s written estimate! 

FINANCING AVAILABLE • NO MONEY DOWN
0% INTEREST

You’ll L  ve What 

Window Treatments
Verticals • Cellular • Shutters
Full Line of Hunter Douglas

WE DO 
GROUT 

CLEANING 
& CARPET 
CLEANING

Ask us about latest rebates or specials.

ALL TYPES OF FLOORING
Hardwood, Engineered Hardwood, Vinyl plank, Laminates, 

Linoleum, Waterproof Vinyl,  Wall to Wall Carpet,
Area Rugs, Braided Rugs, Runners

10% OFF 
CUSTOM AREA 

RUGS & RUNNERS

Many In-Store Specials Available.
Huge Sale on Overstock Lino &

Vinyl Flooring

FREE ESTIMATES

We Love Our 
Customers!

WE REFINISH WOOD FLOORS

Plan a date night at 
Waterdrinker Family Farm

Waterdrinker Family Farm and Gar-
den are planning garden workshops at 
the Farm Brewery for the month of  Feb-
ruary, creating some really fun Valen-
tine’s date-night ideas. As of  last month, 
the farm hosted Garden Workshops 
every Tuesday night. At the workshops, 
they will also be offering new and unique 
garden workshops accompanied by beer, 
cider, and wine on tap. There is also a 
non-alcoholic root beer on tap.

“Our whole family is itching to get 
back into the garden  and to enjoy the 

outdoors,  so we figured the community 
would be, too,” said owner Marc Weiss. 
“These  garden workshops are open to 
the whole family, including kids! It’s also 
a great date-night activity!”

Upcoming events include Valentine’s 
Day Garden Workshops on Tuesdays, 
Feb. 6 and 13, at 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Cost 
is $40 per participant and includes one 
drink. No reservation are required and 
all are welcome.

-Nicole Fuentes

Photo Credit @waterdrinkerlongisland

thetideofmoriches.com
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Bay Area Sewer and Drain Service

Visit BayAreaCesspool.com or Call 631.878.6800

COMPLETE CESSPOOL & SEPTIC SERVICE
Cesspools Pumped • Chemical Treatments • Aeration

Electric Rooter Service • Electric Snake Service • Same Day Service
10% OFF FOR VETERANS & SENIORS
Discounts for Veterans & Seniors • Cesspools & Drainage Pools Installed

VETERAN OWNED COMPANY

License #061-LW

24 HRS

631-363-6600 • MyThermatrolHVAC.com

Service All Makes and Models It’s WHAT We Do!
AIR

CONDITIONING/ 
HEATING

SALES AND
SERVICE

Holistic Horizons Acupuncture

Holistic Horizons Acupuncture

Lindsey Votino LAc. MS • Mind and Body Health
Acupuncture can help with but not limited to:
Allergies • Anxiety/Depression • Fertility • Chronic Pain
Digestive Disorders • Headaches/Migraines
We accept most major medical insurances

Schedule your consultation 516-316-3543
holistichorizonsacu@gmail.com • 493 Montauk Hwy, East Moriches

READ THE TIDE ONLINE  AT
THETIDEOFMORICHES.COM

Something to Fit
Everyone’s Budget

Specializing in Sterling Silver Jewelry,
Designer Pieces & Much More!

Open Monday-Saturday 10-6pm Call for Appointment

 631-878-0242
461 Main Street, East Moriches (across from Tony’s Sushi)

www.mysilverbracelet.com

My Silver Bracelet
We have many special

pieces to say I Love You!

Great Selection of Israeli &  
American Indian Jewelry

Mon-Sat 10-6pm
Sun. Feb. 11th 10-4pm

SOUPS
Chicken Corn Chowder

Loaded Potato Soup
New England Clam Chowder

APPETIZERS
Shrimp Cocktail with Mango Salsa

Tomato and Fresh Mozzarella

VALENTINE'S DAY SPECIALSVALENTINE'S DAY SPECIALS
T W O  S O U P S  O R  T W O  D I N N E R  S A L A D S ,  C H O I C E  O F  1  A P P E T I Z E R ,

T W O  E N T R É E S  &  A  B O T T L E  O F  W I N E  F O R  $ 1 1 9 . 9 5

SOUPS

… Chicken Corn Chowder, Loaded Potato Soup, New England Clam Chowder …

APPETIZERS

… Shrimp Cocktail with Mango Salsa, Tomato and fresh mozzarella …

ENTRÉES

SURF & TURF
… *8 oz filet mignon topped with shrimp in a lemon butter scampi sauce, served with mashed potatoes

and brussel sprouts encrusted with butter and bacon …

STUFFED PORK LOIN
… Roasted pork loin stuffed with apples, cranberries, celery and onions, served with mashed potatoes

and brussel sprouts encrusted with butter and bacon …

PASTA PRIMAVERA
… Sautéed chicken, zucchini, carrots, yellow squash and broccoli, over a bed of penne pasta in a fresh

basil white cream sauce, topped with Parmesan cheese, served with garlic bread …

SEAFOOD PLATTER
… Broiled scallops, shrimp and flounder in a garlic lemon butter scampi sauce, served with rice and

brussel sprouts encrusted with butter and bacon …

-*cooked to your liking
*Consuming raw or undercooked meats, fish, shellfish or fresh shell eggs may increase your risk of food-borne
illness, especially if you have certain medical conditions. This menu has items that can be cooked to your liking.

*Before placing your order, please inform your server if a person in your party has a food allergy.

386 Main Street, CENTER MORICHES
OPEN 7 DAYS for LUNCH & DINNER • 631-909-8330

www.buckleyspub.com

SUNDAY BRUNCH 11:30AM-3:30PM

WINE DOWN WEDNESDAYS - $49.95
You Choose Two entrees from the
specials menu and a bottle of wine

THURSDAYS - $29.95
Prime Rib Dinner Night

Mashed potato & vegetables

HAPPY HOUR
4-7pm Monday-Friday - Live Music Fri 7-10pm

DINE-IN
ONLY

DINE-IN
ONLY

Comes with fries, pickle, slaw
$1 for each additional topping

MONDAYS BURGER NIGHT
$895

386 Main Street, CENTER MORICHES
OPEN 7 DAYS for LUNCH & DINNER • SUNDAY BRUNCH

www.buckleyspub.com • 631-909-8330

VALENTINE'S DAY SPECIALSVALENTINE'S DAY SPECIALS
T W O  S O U P S  O R  T W O  D I N N E R  S A L A D S ,  C H O I C E  O F  1  A P P E T I Z E R ,

T W O  E N T R É E S  &  A  B O T T L E  O F  W I N E  F O R  $ 1 1 9 . 9 5

SOUPS

… Chicken Corn Chowder, Loaded Potato Soup, New England Clam Chowder …

APPETIZERS

… Shrimp Cocktail with Mango Salsa, Tomato and fresh mozzarella …

ENTRÉES

SURF & TURF
… *8 oz filet mignon topped with shrimp in a lemon butter scampi sauce, served with mashed potatoes

and brussel sprouts encrusted with butter and bacon …

STUFFED PORK LOIN
… Roasted pork loin stuffed with apples, cranberries, celery and onions, served with mashed potatoes

and brussel sprouts encrusted with butter and bacon …

PASTA PRIMAVERA
… Sautéed chicken, zucchini, carrots, yellow squash and broccoli, over a bed of penne pasta in a fresh

basil white cream sauce, topped with Parmesan cheese, served with garlic bread …

SEAFOOD PLATTER
… Broiled scallops, shrimp and flounder in a garlic lemon butter scampi sauce, served with rice and

brussel sprouts encrusted with butter and bacon …

-*cooked to your liking
*Consuming raw or undercooked meats, fish, shellfish or fresh shell eggs may increase your risk of food-borne
illness, especially if you have certain medical conditions. This menu has items that can be cooked to your liking.

*Before placing your order, please inform your server if a person in your party has a food allergy.

TWO SOUPS OR TWO DINNER SALADS, CHOICE OF 1 APPETIZER,
TWO ENTRÉES AND A BOTTLE OF WINE FOR $119.95

-*cooked to your liking *Consuming raw or undercooked meats, � sh, shell� sh or fresh shell eggs may 
increase your risk of food-borne illness, especially if you have certain medical conditions. � is menu has 
items that can be cooked to your liking. *Before placing your order, please inform your server if a person 

in your party has a food allergy.

ENTRÉES
SURF & TURF

*8 oz � let mignon topped with shrimp in a lemon butter scampi sauce, served 
with mashed potatoes and brussel sprouts encrusted with butter and bacon

STUFFED PORK LOIN
Roasted pork loin stu� ed with apples, cranberries, celery and onions, served 
with mashed potatoes and brussel sprouts encrusted with butter and bacon

PASTA PRIMAVERA
Sautéed chicken, zucchini, carrots, yellow squash and broccoli, over a bed 
of penne pasta in a fresh basil white cream sauce, topped with Parmesan 

cheese, served with garlic bread

SEAFOOD PLATTER
Broiled scallops, shrimp and � ounder in a garlic lemon butter scampi sauce, 

served with rice and brussel sprouts encrusted with butter and bacon

VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIALS

MONDAYS BURGER NIGHT - $8.95
Dine-In Only - Comes with fries, pickle, slaw

$1 for each additional topping

WINE DOWN WEDNESDAYS - $49.95
Dine-In Only - You choose two entrees from the 

specials menu and a bottle of wine

THURSDAYS - $29.95
Dine-In Only - Prime Rib Dinner Night

Mashed Potato & Vegetables

HAPPY HOUR
4-7pm Monday-Friday 
Live Music Fri 7-10pm

SUPERBOWL
SUNDAY

$3 Miller Lite,
Coors Light & Yuengling

75¢ Wings (Bar Only)

Superbowl
Drink Specials
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St. Patrick’s Day Guide
C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  O F  T H E  M O R I C H E S

HONORING
2 0 2 4  G R A N D  M A R S H A L  G E O R G E  K E L L E R

If you would like to take part in our March 2024 Annual St. Patrick’s Day Guide
by taking one of the following color ads, please complete the form and return.

Back Cover (1)
10” x 13.75”
$600

Inside Cover (2)
10” x 13.75”
$500

Full Page
10” x 13.75”
$400

Half Page
10” x 6.75”
$300

Quarter Page
5” x 6.75”
$150

Eighth Page
5” x 3.25”
$100

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________ City:_________ State:_____ Zip: ______

Phone:______________________________ Email:_______________________________________

High resolution artwork should be in PDF format and emailed to chrisliadvance@optimum.net

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 631.878.0003
You can also submit your ad copy with a check and return by mail no later than February 12th.

Chamber of Commerce of the Moriches  |  P.O. Box 686, Center Moriches, NY 11934

St. Patrick’s Day PARADE
C E N T E R  M O R I C H E S  2 1 S T  A N N U A L

S U N D A Y,  M A R C H  1 0 T H  2 0 2 4  S T A R T I N G  A T  2 P M
M A I N  S T R E E T ,  C E N T E R  M O R I C H E S

MORICHES CHAMBER ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE DINNER
Friday, March 8th 2024

Honoring 2024 Grand Marshal George Keller
Rock Hill Country Club in Manorville at 7pm • Tickets are $75 Per Person

Included bu�et dinner, open bar, music and entertainment with Irish Step Dancers

For Tickets or More Information Call 631.878.0003

Register Now for 
Summer and Fall 

Classes!
Ages 2 through adult

DanceElektra.com
631-878-6168
text or call

10 Wilcox Avenue, 
Center Moriches

www.MPCPaving.com

Paving - Milling - Oil and Stone
Site Development - Asphalt Maintenance

Family owned and operated for over 55 years!

631-325-1492

Center Moriches
495 Main Street
Center Moriches, NY 11934
(631) 878-0007

Patchogue 
85 Medford Avenue
Patchogue, NY 11772
(631) 475-7000

We invite
your family to...

Call and visit our funeral 
and cremation center, fully 
renovated for your comfort

and convenience.

www.Robertaccio.com

Stop In Today 
for the Best 
Breakfast in 

Town!

490 Main Street, East Moriches
631-878-0254

WE ARE THE 
HOME OF THE 

SPOOKY SPIDER!

Center Moriches, NY
southshoreplumbingli.com
Email us at:
southshoreplumbingli@gmail.com

631.909.7076

Affordable 
Reliable 

Courteous 
Experienced

YOU’LL LOVE
THAT WE ARE

6 Frowein Road, Center Moriches
For information about our facility and services please Call Amy Mahnken 631-655-9928

or email amahnken@liaisonrehab.com

www.oasisrehabandnursing.com

At Oasis we strive to create a relaxed and friendly space to ease your recovery and make our guests feel welcome.

From Oasis Rehabilitation & Nursing
We Love Our Residents.

Happy Valentine’s Day!

A Tradition in Music 
for Over 25 Years

GIVE THE GIFT
OF MUSIC THIS

VALENTINE’S DAY!

SPECIAL GUITAR PACKAGE
Includes 2 FREE LESSONS!

BAND & DUET AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES & WEDDINGS

Schedule Lessons Today to begin 
your journey or to improve your 

current skills. Choose from piano, 
guitar, drums, woodwinds, brass, 

string instruments and voice.

INTRODUCTORY
LESSON PACKAGE

4 FOR $99

377 Main Street, Suite 4
Center Moriches, NY

PIANO TUNING • PIANOS FOR SALE

(631) 874-7441

GIFT CERTIFICATES AND
MUSIC GIFTS AVAILABLE

OF CENTER MORICHES

CALL US FOR
RODENT

CONTROL
WE’RE EFFECTIVE AND

AFFORDABLE

FREE ESTIMATES
631-909-4776

Unifi edPestServices.com
Licensed & Insured

380 Main St., Center Moriches 
631.909.8008 

ajsunfl owerboutique.com

Celebrate Valentine’s Day 
with the perfect gift or 
pamper yourself with 
our cozy sweaters and 

spring new arrivals.

AJ Sunfl ower Boutique
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Real Property Tax Exemption
Dear Homeowner,
You may be eligible for senior citizen tax exemptions. Senior 
citizens have until March 1st, 2024 to apply for such exemptions.  
For information please call or write: 631-451-6300: Town 
of Brookhaven, Assessor’s O�ce, One Independence Hill, 
Farmingville, New York 11738, or view our helpful website at 
www.brookhavenny.gov/exemptions.

Brookhaven Town Assessor’s Department
631-451-6300 | www.brookhavenny.gov

  

Schools to lose over $500K in state funding
BY SAM DESMOND

Gov. Kathy Hochul (D-New York) 
announced the FY 2025 Executive Bud-
get, which is proposed to make “signifi-
cant investments to make New York more 
affordable, more livable, and safer.”

Local school districts, under new met-
rics in the 2025 budget, will see a decrease 
in state funding:

EASTPORT SOUTH MANOR:
-$86,242 (-.3 percent)

EAST MORICHES:
-$476,287 (-7.3 percent)

CENTER MORICHES:
-$211,518 (-1.01 percent)

The executive office has touted the 
budget as “record-breaking investments 
in public education... since taking office, 
Gov. Hochul has increased school funding 
by record amounts—a total of  $6 billion 
over two years—and includes a proposal 
to ensure every school district utilizes 
instructional best practices grounded in 
the science of  reading.”

This year, the proposed budget includes 
the highest amount of  school aid in New 
York State’s history, including:

-$35.3 billion in total school aid, an 
increase of  $825 million (2.4 percent) 
from FY24. This includes a $507 million 
increase in Foundation Aid.

-$10 million to train 20,000 teachers 
and teaching assistants in best practices 
for evidence-based literacy instructional 
practices.

-Four-year extension of  Mayoral Con-
trol over New York City public schools.

-$1.2 billion for SUNY and CUNY capi-
tal projects.

-$207 million for SUNY and CUNY 
operations.

-$2.75 million for the SUNY Empire 
State Service Corps, offering students 
community service work opportunities.

-$2.5 million for the operating costs of  
SUNY’s participation in the Empire AI 
consortium.

-$2 million for SUNY’s role in NY 
SWIMS.

-$1.5 million for the State Weather Risk 
Communication Center at the University 
at Albany. n

Stock photo
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No kitten around
Kent Animal Shelter offers 

reduced spay/neuter 
surgery for feral cats

BY C. E. PARRY

Kitten season, the period when hun-
dreds of  stray and feral cats give birth, 
begins in February and ends sometime 
between October and November.  

An unspayed kitten can go into heat at 
just six months, delivering its first litter 
before it’s 1 year old.  Unspayed female 
cats can have three litters a year, adding 
hundreds of  cats to the already increas-
ing outside cat population.

Left to fend for themselves, they suf-
fer to find shelter in winter, risk illness, 
injury, starvation, and early death.  The 
average life span of  an outside cat without 
care is just two years.

As part of  its effort to help maintain 
cat health and control the community cat 
population, Kent Animal Shelter offers 
low-cost spay/neuter surgeries in its 
Calverton clinic.  And, for a limited time, 
and to encourage people to start early, 
they are currently offering as a service 
to our readers a 55 percent discounted 
rate of  $50 instead of  the usual $90 for the 
first 63 people who make an appointment 
and mention this article.  The fee includes 
spay/neuter surgery, rabies vaccination, 

and left ear tip to identify the cat as 
non-reproducing.  

Kimberly Reilly, operations manager of  
the Spay/Neuter Clinic at Kent, stressed 
the importance of  making an appoint-
ment before trapping a cat. 

“It’s important because appointments 
are usually scheduled at least a couple of  
weeks ahead.  If  you trap a cat and have 
to release it, it’s unlikely to go into a trap 
again,” she said.  “We understand if  you 

have an appointment, but the cat wouldn’t 
go into the trap and you have to cancel.  
Just call us. We’ll reschedule for you. But 
please, don’t trap a cat until you have an 
appointment, or show up without one.”

What happens after the cat is no longer 
able to reproduce?  Most areas follow 
the ASPCA-approved guidelines of  TNR: 
trap/neuter/return.  Following a brief  
period of  recovery, especially in inclem-
ent weather, the cat is released back into 

the environment it came from, where it’s 
familiar with food sources, risks, and 
territorial boundaries of  other cats in the 
area.

Some community cats are born out-
side, often within a colony of  other cats 
that are familiar with each other, seeking 
shelter, food, and water wherever they 
can find them.  Others are released, often 
by those who mistakenly believe cats can 
fend for themselves.  

A cat abandoned outside faces a cruel 
and uncertain fate.  They will be attacked 
by an established colony that see it as 
competition for food and territory. Oth-
er threats include speeding cars, diseas-
es like feline AIDS or leukemia, hostile 
humans, starvation, and poisoning from 
toxic substances.

Of  course, some people are kind and 
offer food and water to cats they see 
outside.  These are the people Kim Reilly 
would most like to encourage to act now 
and make sure the cat is spayed or neu-
tered.  Using a cat pyramid graphic, she 
cites the consequences of  failing to do so.

“It should make people stop and think, 
especially about feeding and not being 
responsible about spaying and neutering.”

Kent Animal Shelter
Low Cost Spay Neuter Clinic

2259 River Road, Calverton, N.Y.
(631) 727-5731, ex. 2,

appointments/information M-F.

tain the farm,” he said, noting his par-
ents own the property. “We had a really 
small garden [in Nassau], but we moved 
out here for much more property.”

Matt raises pigs, goats, horses, rab-
bits, turkeys, chickens and ducks, among 
other animals. And in the spring, he 
has a small farm stand where he sells 
home-grown vegetables as well as flow-
ers and plants. He also sells fresh herb 
and vegetable kits for customers to grow 
their own.

The farm, he said, is committed to sus-
tainable and responsible farming prac-
tices. They use natural fertilizers and 
pest control methods to ensure the crops 
are healthy and free from harmful chem-
icals. Also, the animals are raised in spa-
cious and clean environments, with plen-
ty of  access to fresh air and sunshine.

With rescue animals and animals with 
disabilities, like a partially blind and 
deaf  pig, and a miniature horse with a 
heart murmur, the farm name, accord-
ing to his mother Michelle Gartelman, 
was originally all about the animals on 
the farm getting a second chance. But, 
she said, “The truth is, after the pandem-
ic, moving to the farm was a new begin-
ning for all of  us and we believe God led 
us here.”

Matt also rescued a pregnant mama 
rabbit who was dumped in a park—grow-
ing his rabbit population quickly. He 
also has two chinchillas and a hedgehog 
he rescued from families that no longer 
wanted them.

“We are so proud of  the passion and 
enthusiasm he has for farming and pro-
moting agriculture among youth in our 
community,” Michelle said of  her son. 
“The East End has such a unique agri-
cultural history and array of  farms and 
growers, and everyone he has met has 
been so kind to share their experiences 
and help him grow.”

Matt is also known for touring local 
businesses and farms for his YouTube 
page, with a goal of  teaching the impor-
tance of  farming to kids and the commu-

nity. Recently, he visited Waterdrinker 
Family Farm.

“I had the pleasure of  meeting Matt 
this year. He is a local kid with a passion 
for farming and growing and learning 
about other local farm/greenhouse busi-
nesses,” said Marc Weiss, owner of  local 
Waterdrinker Family Farm in Manor-
ville. “To me, he seems like a young Doug 
Geed. I’m super impressed with his work 
ethic and his drive to grow his business.”

Matt said he is grateful to the local 
farms, including Waterdrinker and 
Hulse, which have helped him learn and 
grow his own farm.

This spring, Matt hopes to continue his 
tours and expand his farm stand by sell-
ing additional items, including local hon-
ey and flower bouquets. He also hopes to 
build a nicer stand attached to a trailer to 
sell out of  as well as host events to allow 
people to visit.

“I want this farm to keep growing,” he 
said, noting he also has plans to move 
out to different properties as an adult. 
“My business goal is to help children and 
families in the community to know about 
farming on Long Island.”

He also intends to eventually pursue 
a degree in veterinary or agricultural 
studies. 

The farm stand will put out a schedule 
every weekend in the spring, summer, 
and fall. The farm stand is set up at the 
home address; however, it does move 
to other locations. His farm stand will 
reopen in the coming months; a date and 
locations will be announced via his Ins-
tagram page. n

FARMER MATT: Farm stand to open this spring
FROM PAGE 1

FOLLOW MATT

YOUTUBE:
https://www.youtube.com/@bar-

nagainfarm?si=X-BuNCs1OicPZWk-

INSTAGRAM:
https://www.instagram.com/

barnagainfarm/?igsh=MWZkdH-
FvZHlmcDRjZg%3D%3D&utm_

source=qr

TIKTOK:
https://www.tiktok.com/@bar-

nagainfarm?_t=8j2gcclr4nq&_r=1

FACEBOOK:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.

php?id=100091244603759&mibex-
tid=LQQJ4d

WEB:
https://barnagain8.godaddysites.

com/

Courtesy photos
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February’s theme is “A Few of  My 
Favorite Sings,” bringing a few of  the 
organizer’s favorite performers to the 
stage. These include Robert Bruey and 
Kerry Kearney. The event will take place 
on Sunday, Feb. 25 from 2 to 5 p.m. Tick-
ets are $15 at the door or $10 in advance.

Robert Bruey’s music is honest and 
real, raw and meaningful, gritty and nat-
uralistic. Kerry Kearney is best known 
as a slide guitar master. His style, music 
from the “Psychedelta,” is his own brand 
containing an upbeat mix of  American 
blues and roots, created from writing 
and performing on the circuit for over 40 

years. American roots musician Maria 
Fairchild, a dedicated “singer-song find-
er,” makes traditional music feel new, 
and contemporary songs, including her 
own, seem timeless. Bryan Gallo is a 
Long Island-based singer-songwrit-
er inspired by late nights in bars, the 
backseats of  cars, and the pressures and 
consequences of  living life romantically. 
James O’Malley is considered by many to 
be the consummate songwriter; his songs 
take the listener on an emotional journey 
of  family, relationships, human nature, 
or contemplation of  life’s choices.

March will bring Women’s History 
Month; there will be “Unstoppable Wom-
en Making Herstory.” In May, “I am, I 
said” has performers sharing a song that 
defines them as an artist. Also, there 
will be two shows at the Moriches Field 
Brewing Company over the summer 
where they celebrate favorite folkies. 

Folkie Fest is an ongoing concert series 
with local acoustic artists in the spirit of  
folk music as envisioned by the late Pete 
Seeger. They provide a listening space 
and support live, local, singer-songwrit-
ers sharing their original work. A por-
tion of  the proceeds are donated to the 
community center, and a 50/50 raffle is 
held to benefit Long Island Cares: The 
Harry Chapin Food Bank. 

For more information or details on 
past events and some of  the artists, visit 
the Folkie Fest YouTube channel. To 
keep up with happenings, “like” Folkie 
Fest on Facebook, or sign up for their 
mailing list at folkiefest@gmail.com. For 
tickets visit www.morichescommunity-
center.org. n

Folkie Fest gears up for 
the 2024 season

Courtesy photo

Player Registration & Payment Online At:
liblazevolleyball.org / Click ‘Register’

For further information, please contact  LIBLAZEVBC@GMAIL.COM

VOLLEYBALL
FOR GIRLS AND BOYS
Blaze your path on the road to success

LOCATION: RAPID FIRE ARENA 225 MONTAUK HWY, MORICHES

VOLLEYBALL

BLAZE KIDS ACADEMY
IS GROWING

Boys & Girls Grades 2-4th! 
Two 5-week sessions designed to introduce young players to volleyball. 

Registration is limited. Dates: Thursdays 
Session #2: Feb. 8, 15, 29, March 7, 14 Time 6:00 - 7:30pm

Cost: $175 per session

SPRING & SUMMER PROGRAM 
REGISTRATION COMING SOON!

Bring your own knee pads or knee pads will be available for purchase for $20.

CARYN S. 
ALFANO
Licensed Real Estate 
Professional
Cell: 516.375.6537
Offi ce: 631.878.3400
caryn.alfano@century21.com

GINA 
WALTER
Licensed Real Estate 
Professional
Cell: 631.495.3059
Offi ce: 631.878.3400
gwrealtor1@gmail.com

CALL us for a free property evaluation! 631-878-3400

Beautiful Waterfront Properties For Sale

631.878.3400 346 Montauk Hwy Suite 1, Moriches 
www.CorAceRealty.com

Cor-Ace Realty

Selling Your Home? Give us a Call!

Prime Waterfront Land
Dana Estates in Old Mastic
A Private Gated Community. 1.39 Acre on

Private Road. Survey, Health Dept Approval (Needs 
Updating). $1,200,000

Prestigious Baywood Estates
Land Subdivision of East Moriches

Build Your Dream Home on this 1.84 Acre Wooded
Waterfront Property. Located on the Hellis Creek with Direct 
Access to the Moriches Bay and Inlet. Beautifully Treed with 
Underground Utilities. The Current Permits from the DEC 
and Brookhaven Environmental have Expired but Can Be 
Renewed. Home Owners’ Association Includes a Private 

Beach & Dock Access. $675,000

Mastic Land Just Shy Half Acre.
Are You Searching for the Perfect Piece of Property to Build 
Your Dream Home?!!! Look No Further than this 200’X105’ 

Lot which is Just Shy of Half Acre. This Corner Lot is Located 
on the Corner of Cranford Blvd and Clafl in St. in the Highly 

Desirable Eastport South Manor School District.
Property Being Sold “As-Is”. $259,000

O’Kula Tree Care has 
been in the business 
since 1975 offering expert 
tree care services at 
competitive prices. We 
have two ISA-certifi ed 
arborists on staff to 
help you maintain your 
property.

WE’RE ALWAYS
HERE FOR YOU!

190 Frowein Rd, 
Center Moriches 
631.878.8982

Certifi ed Arborists Don Boeke and Paul O’Kula

www.OkulaTreeCare.com

SINCE 1975

Especially Rhododendrons, Crape Myrtles,
Bradford Pear and Purple Leaf Plum Trees that are

very susceptible to black knot disease. 
Call for a FREE Estimate!

Did you know that February is a 
great time to prepare your trees 

and shrubs for the spring season?
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With more than 144 years of experience,
we’ve become a trusted partner on Long Island,                                  

for funeral home burials, cremation and chapel services.

631-878-0482
www.mtpleasantcrematory.com
Not for profit 501c-13

Serving all faiths, with your choice of either
a full traditional cremation or custom services, 

including on-site witnessing at our
state-of-the-art crematorium

You have the right to choose the
Cemetery & Crematory of your choice! 

A beautiful 37 acre park-like setting in Center Moriches, N.Y.

We also o�er in-ground burial lots, interior & exterior
cremation niches, cremation garden,

family mausoleums & two on-site chapels.

Scan to 
Visit our 
Website

Show runs through
Feb. 25 at The Gateway

BY LINDA LEUZZI

There’s a lot to be said about a musi-
cal, namely “Fiddler on the Roof,” that 
lit up Broadway like a blazing comet 
in 1964, becoming the first longest-run-
ning Broadway show for nearly 10 years, 
winning nine Tony Awards, prompting 
countless revivals on Broadway and oth-
er stages. The story, which takes place 
in the early 1900s, centers on Tevye, the 
Jewish milkman, who lives in the village 
of  Anatevka, Russia, (now the Ukraine) 
and his family. 

Tevye’s world as he knows it is about 
to change. He grapples with three of  his 
daughters and their untraditional choic-
es for husbands. Also, brutal times are 
emerging.

Gateway executive artistic director 
Paul Allan discussed why this gorgeous, 
beloved musical is being produced now. 

“Although we like to do the latest releas-
es, it’s important to go back to some of  the 
classics,” Allan said. “It has deep roots 
with Jerome Robbins (legendary origi-
nal choreographer and director; Harold 
Prince produced it), it’s enduring, and it’s 
nice to offer something with a message 
that’s especially relevant today. You think 
you’re secure in your little town, and then 
something happens.

“There was a recent Yiddish version 
(Yiddish with supertitles, a seven-week 
run from Nov. 13 to Jan. 1 at Manhattan’s 
New World Stages). They tried to be to 

true to the culture, and that helped us.”
Bruce Winant stars as “Fiddler”’s 

Tevye. An accomplished actor with 
numerous Broadway roles including 
“An American in Paris,” “Chicago,” 
“Ragtime, “Phantom of  the Opera” and 
“Fiddler,” as well as films and televi-
sion shows (he’s also a Gateway alum), 
Winant sat for an interview with the Tide 
in the theater recently.

“In my world, there are three perfect 
musicals: ‘Man of  La Mancha,’ ‘Sunday 
in the Park with George,’ and ‘Fiddler on 
the Roof,’” he said.

“It’s not a bunch of  songs with a story; 
it’s a brilliant play with music woven in 
and creates a timeless piece that nev-
er gets dated. It’s the perfect alchemy: 
music, book, and lyrics. The story is so 
relevant to any time period and to any 
father. When he sends his daughters off  
to marry, is the man good enough? It’s 
something we all go through, especially 
for a Jewish family that prides them-
selves on tradition.”

Winant is the son of  character actor 
H.M. Winant, soon to be 97, and net-
work executive and Emmy Hall of  Fame 
inductee Ethel Winant (who died in 2003); 
producer/director Scott Winant and new 
music percussionist William Winant are 
his brothers. 

Talk about show-business royalty.
Winant’s dad worked in 1950s films as 

well on television shows like “Mission 
Impossible” and “Hogan’s Heroes.” The 
acting bug bit when his dad asked him 
to cue lines when he was about 12. “I had 
the script and fed him lines,” he recalled. 
“I’d be with him on the sets, on location.” 

He met Elvis. 
“My favorite story was when he had 

just finished ‘It Happened at the World’s 
Fair’ with Elvis, who beat the snot out of  
him in a scene and wound up shattering 
his nose,” he said. “Six weeks later, he 
returned to the set. I came back from 
school and there’s Elvis at my front door 
with a big bouquet of  flowers and candy 
as an apology.” 

All Winant could say was a stunned, “I 
know your name.”

Winant was reflective about the “Fid-
dler” story. 

“It’s the coming of  the modern world 
and modern children,” he said. The old-
est daughter eschews traditional match-
making with an older man, a prosperous 
butcher, to marry a tailor; another wants 
his blessing to marry outside their faith; 
the third elopes. There’s a revolution 

brewing, and Jews must leave their vil-
lage.

“The village Anatevka is in the center 
of  the Ukraine,” Winant pointed out. 
“The closest city is Kyiv.” 

But in the mix, there is also poignan-
cy, joy, acceptance, and transformation. 
Prepare to be dazzled. There are 30 in the 
cast, with two casts of  children. Keith 
Andrews is again at the helm as director 
and choreographer. with musical direc-
tion by Keith Levenson. Musical hits 
include “Tradition,” “If  I Were a Rich 
Man,” “Matchmaker, Matchmaker,” and 
“To Life (L’chaim).”  

No question about it. You’ll probably 
leave the theater singing.

“Fiddler on the Roof” opens Jan. 26 
and runs to Feb. 25. For tickets or more 
information, click on www.thegateway.
org. n

‘Fiddler on the Roof’ debuts with traditions, hard times, illumination
REVIEW
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Celebrate the memories

Serving all of Long Island with locations in:

Bohemia, Central Islip, Holbrook, Lake Ronkonkoma,
Center Moriches, Port Jefferson Station, and Hauppauge.

The love. The laughs. It’s every special moment. 

When you plan a service with us, we don’t want you 
to think about just a funeral or cremation. We want 

to create a priceless memory for your family.

(631) 450-3913

MOLONEYFH.COM/PLANNINGTOOLKIT

OR MAIL IN COUPON BELOW

Celebrate the memories

Request Your FREE
Planning Tool Kit Online At

Name

Phone

Address
MAIL TO: 132 RONKONKOMA AVENUE · LAKE RONKONKOMA, NEW YORK 11779
FREE PLANNING TOOL KIT. OF COURSE, THERE IS NO COST OR OBLIGATION.

The Moloney Family

Kenneth Johnson
Kenneth H. Johnson was born in 

Center Moriches on October 14, 1931 
and left us at the age of  92 years old 
on January 9, 2023. He was born to 
Howard & Marie Johnson (nee Car-
ter) in Southampton, NY. He grad-
uated from Center Moriches High 
School in 1949 and was a lifelong res-
ident of  Center Moriches, where he 
was deeply involved in many aspects 
of  the Community, School and Fire 
Department to name just a few.

Ken graduated Center Moriches 
High School in 1949 after a success-
ful sports career in High School, 
even staying a 5th year to play an ex-
tra year of  Basketball. He joined the 
Center Moriches Fire Department in 
1949 and was an active member for 
almost 72 of  his 75 years as a mem-
ber. He enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps and served his coun-
try from 1950 to 1953, fi ghting in the 
Korean War, as a machine gunner in 
the First Marine Division. Upon his 
return he met his wife, Grace Koe-
hler, they married in 1955. They set-
tled down in his hometown of  Center 
Moriches and started a family.

Together they had four children, 
Kenneth, Kim, Scott and Shaun and 
raised their granddaughter Jennifer 
as their fi fth child. He was a loving, 
kind and giving man to so many peo-
ple. These traits were always on dis-
play to those that called him “Dad” or 
“Grandpa” and this included friends 
that have become family such as Da-
vid, Anthony and Paul.

He worked several jobs to support 
his family, sometimes working up to 
three jobs at once. He spent sever-
al years at Bernstein Farms, before 
starting his career at Brookhaven 
National Laboratory from which 
he retired after 42 years. He was an 
employee at the Center Moriches 
Fire Department for many years as 
a Night Watchman and Radio con-
trol Operator, sleeping home for only 
2 nights a week! He loved to tinker 
around the yard, enjoyed planting 
and tending to his garden and loved 
planting bushes and fl owers around 
the yard, which we enjoy through the 
year.

Ken was highly active in so many 
organizations throughout his life, en-
joying his time spent and the friends 
he made, as much as the service and 
knowledge that he gave. Within the 
Center Moriches Fire Department 
he was not only a 75 year member 
but held the titles of  Lieutenant 
and Captain twice, Assistant Chief  
(1970-1974), Chief  (1974-1976) and Fire 
Commissioner from 2011-2015. He 
was given the Fireman of  the Year in 
1975, and was very proud of  this, af-
ter saving the life of  a local person by 
running into the building before the 
trucks arrived. He spearheaded and 
ran the CMFD Junior Fire program 
and ultimately became President of  
the Nassau Su¡ olk Juniors Associa-
tion.

He was very active in various Fire 
Department titles within the Town, 
County and State levels through-
out his life as a volunteer Fireman, 
including Brookhaven Town Fire 
Chiefs, where he served as Presi-
dent for many years, Su¡ olk County 
Chiefs Council including the position 
of  Secretary, and New York State 
Fire Chiefs Association. He was part 
of  the committee that wrote and 
brought FRES, Fire Rescue Emer-
gency Services, to legislation within 
Su¡ olk County.

He and his wife Grace travelled 
New York State to meetings and con-
ventions for the Fire Services for 
most of  their married life, even run-
ning the Hospitality Room at the NYS 
Convention which they have many 
fond and funny memories, and made 
MANY friends.

He loved his children and sports, 
and therefore it only made sense that 
he became a Coach and Manager of  
the Center Moriches Little League 
for over 16 years! He was a Member 
of  Center Moriches School Board of  
Education from 1986-1997, serving as 
President for 2 years. He also served 
many years as a member of  the Rota-
ry Club of  the Moriches. Ken was re-
cently honored to have been named 
the 2022 Grand Marshal for the St 
Patrick’s Day Parade by the Center 
Moriches Chamber of  Commerce. 
As well as being recognized as a Cen-
ter Moriches High School Alumni of  
Distinction in 2022.

He loved his Church, St John’s the 
Baptist Episcopal Church, where 
he and Grace were married, he re-
turned to church in the later years of  
his life and became an active mem-
ber. He enjoyed meeting and making 
new friends and the worship and love 
he felt while in attendance.

Ken is survived by his wife of  
68 years Grace, a brother Robert 
Johnson (Kathleen), his children 
Kenneth Johnson (Brenda), Kim 
Johnson-Hennessey, Scott Johnson 
(Elizabeth), Shaun Johnson and Jen-
nifer Johnson. He was a proud Poppie 
to his grandchildren Jessica (Ben), 
Laura, Scott, Meagan (Stephen), 
Matthew (Melinda), and Heather 
(Robert). As well as 7 Great-Grand-
children Logan, Adalynn, Madison, 
Matthew, Carter, Lilah, and Baby-to-
be Sherwood, along with many niec-
es and nephews.

Viewing was on Friday January 26 
from 2pm-4pm and 7pm-9pm, with a 
Firematic Services at 7:30 pm, at Ro-
bertaccio Funeral Home, 495 Main 
Street, Center Moriches. A Funeral 
Mass was held on Saturday Janu-
ary 27th at 9am at St John’s Episco-
pal Church, 33 Railroad Ave, Center 
Moriches, with burial to follow at 
Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Center 
Moriches. All are welcome to join 
for refreshments at Center Moriches 
Fire Department, immediately fol-
lowing the burial.

In lieu of  fl owers the family re-
quests donations to be made to Cen-
ter Moriches Fire Department, St. 
John’s Episcopal Church outreach, 
or Moriches Nutrition Center.

Don’t miss the
St. Patrick’s Day parade!

This year’s Moriches Chamber of  
Commerce St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
grand marshal has been announced as 
George Keller. The 20th annual parade 
will take place on Sunday, March 10 at 
2 p.m. on Main Street. 

Keller, a dedicated community mem-
ber, originally moved to Center Morich-
es from Brentwood in 1976 with his 
wife, Terry. Together they raised two 
sons, Frederick and Patrick. Today, 

they live in Center Moriches and have 
two grandsons as well.

The parade begins on Lake Avenue 
and ends at Railroad Avenue and 
includes floats, fire departments, and 
pipe and drum bands.  The chamber’s 
dinner will be held on March 8 at 
7 p.m. Tickets are $75 per person. 
For more information or to request 
to be part of  the parade, visit  www.
moricheschamber.org. n

File photo
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KEITH’S CORNER

February
has arrived!

We are beating the winter doldrums 
with lots of  good helping stuff ! 

By the time you read this, we will 
have delivered our Super Bowl Party 
Raffle prizes to our two big winners 
and will have raised several thousand 
dollars for scholarships at local high 
schools. Thank you everyone for your 
support.  

During the month of  February, we 
will be donating nonperishable foods to 
local pantries to help sustain them. We 
will also be doing a monthlong drive for 
Pawsitiverescue.org, a pet rescue locat-
ed in Middle Island. 

They are always in need of  blankets, 
towels, sheets, washcloths, dog food, 
and hard toys. Anything you can do to 
help will be appreciated and donations 
can be dropped off  in our deck box at 
the front of  our house, 44 Hawkins Ave-
nue, Center Moriches.  

We are also happy to be partnering 
with Brothers Four Pizza and the Ice 
Cream Cottage to do The Valentine’s 
Day fundraiser of  a heart-shaped piz-
za, heart-shaped ice cream cake, and 
a stuffed bear (bears limited to first 
100 orders), which raises money for 
kids battling cancer. We are grateful to 
Kay Jewelers for their help in securing 
bears for this cause. 

Last but certainly not least, the very 
popular Chef  Keith & Kids/Cooking 
with a Cop will once again be coming to 
Helping Makes U Happy on Feb. 20 and 
22 from 4 to 5 p.m.  

Spots are limited and fill up fast!  
It’s a great way to familiarize your 

kids with the local officers, talk about 
respect, and for them to cook and eat 
some delicious food! Please call 631-848-
9008 for more info. n

MORICHES BAY GARDEN CLUB

The Moriches Bay Garden Club will 
be meeting on March 21 at the Center 
Moriches Library.  They will have a 
guest speaker to be announced soon.

The club meets on the third Thursday 
of  each month.  Some of  their upcom-
ing activities include a speaker to talk 
about pansies, a trip to a rhododendron 
garden, and of  course, our plant sale at 
the end of  April.  

They are also planning a flower show 
this year, and are excited to celebrate 
The Moriches Bay Garden Club’s 50th 
anniversary with a special tea/lun-
cheon.  

More information to follow.
New members are always welcome. 

Please contact Debbie Cannarelli at 631-
258-3657 or debcan@gmail.com.  

See you in the spring!  n

The governor’s proposed budget for 
FY 2025 includes cuts in state fund-
ing of  over 30 school districts in 

Suffolk County, with some losing over $3 
million should the budget be approved in 
its current state.

Proponents argue that these school 
districts, many of  which rely almost sole-
ly on property taxes to fund schools, can 
“afford” to lose this amount, especially 
as New York City schools are slated to 
lose over $100 million.

But can we actually afford that cut in 
funding out here?

According to New York Magazine, the 
students with the lowest chance of  admis-
sion to Ivy League schools are those 
who come from families with an annual 
income between $158,200 to $222,400.

And while this does represent the top 

5 to 10 percent of  earners in the country, 
for those of  us in Suffolk County, this 
income range is a “somewhat” comfort-
able middle-class at best for a family of  
four.

That the average rent for a one-bed-
room in Suffolk County is over $2,500 a 
month (according to HUD’s Fair Market 
Rents data), which would mean that to 
conservatively afford rent (not even a 
mortgage), an individual would need to 
earn $120,000 annually to fit the adage of  
“no more than 25 percent of  your month-
ly income on housing.”

Suffolk County holds the 12th highest 
property taxes in the country, which is 
typically around $10,000 annually for a 
median house price of  $413,900.

Back in 2009, “The Daily Show” did 
segment on Long Island wanting to 

secede from New York State, and while it 
was a boisterous parody on Jersey Shore 
riff-raff, then-Brookhaven supervisor Ed 
Romaine made the point nearly 20 years 
ago that Long Island was “paying more 
than $3 billion” to New York State then it 
was getting back.

In 2022, Suffolk County received less 
than 10 percent of  its budget from New 
York State aid.

School budgets in our area last year 
ranged from $80 million to over $200, and 
while state aid is typically low for our 
districts, they do rely on it to be able to 
propose modest increases that do not 
pierce the tax cap.

This could also present an opportunity 
for some much-needed belt-tightening of  
our school budgets. Districts in Suffolk 
County function like top-heavy corpo-

rations, with lots of  management that is 
the most costly.

The average salary of  a superinten-
dent in our coverage area is well over 
$300,000, with the highest being over 
$370,000.

In her unveiling of  the FY 2025 New 
York State budget, Hochul said, “I am 
committed to fight the right fights on 
behalf  of  New Yorkers, and to pursue the 
common good with common sense—by 
seeking common ground.”

Our elected officials in Suffolk Coun-
ty have pledged to make our “common 
ground” known before the budget passes.

So, no, our schools can’t afford to lose 
any funding, and honestly, why should 
we have to? 

We pay more than our fair share to the 
state. n

EDITORIAL

State aid reduction should curb district expenditures

First meeting to be 
held next month

ADVSCNIB

Freelance
Writers Wanted
Write stories for this newspaper –

The Tide!. Per story fees. Experience a 
MUST - No students or interns. High School 
sports, Community Orgs, Local Government, 

Local Events, Schools & Students, 
Environment, Human Interest.

Send Resume to
patchogueadvance@gmail.com
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Friday, February 2
Groundhog Day – Are we in for an early 
spring or will winter continue for another six 
weeks?

Friday, February 9
P.S. I Love You Day – Center Moriches 
Main Street will be decorated and lit in 
purple for the month of February to raise 
awareness for mental health and suicide 
prevention. Visit www.psiloveyouday.net.

Saturday, February 10
Coin & Stamp Appraisal – Bring your 
stamps and coins to Mastics-Moriches-Shir-
ley Library to be appraised by expert Frank 
McAlonan, 1-4 p.m. Register online or call 
631-399-1511, ext. 1028. 

Tuesday, February 13
Beginner Sketching – Join local artist 
Jennifer Lucas at Mastics-Moriches-Shirley 
Library to learn the basics of sketching with 
colored pencils, 6-7:30 p.m. Register online 
or call 631-399-1511, ext. 1028.

Saturday, February 24
Home Improvement Series – Learn 
about the essential tools needed to make 
any home improvement project at Mas-
tics-Moriches-Shirley Library, 9 a.m. Regis-
ter online or call 631-399-1511, ext. 1028.

Wednesday, February 28
PowerPoint for Presenters – Take your 
presentation skills to the next level with this 
class at Mastics-Moriches-Shirley Library, 
9 a.m. For beginners to advanced. Register 
online or call 631-399-1511, ext. 1028.

Of Note …
Cat Spaying Season – Most feral kit-
tens are born in spring, therefore rescue 
and community cat groups recommend 
pre-emotive spaying in February. Two local 
providers: Brookhaven Animal Shelter 300 
Horseblock Rd., Medford. Call 631-451-
6950. Services:  Voucher for FREE spay/
neuter at Integrative Veterinary Therapies, 
Ridge.  Must call clinic at 631-924-7700 for 
an appointment once you have a voucher. 
Clinic at Kent Animal Shelter, 2259 River 
Rd., 631-727-5731, ex. 2 or visit kentani-
malshelter.com. Services $90 includes 
spay/neuter surgery, rabies vaccine, ear tip.

Project Warmth – Program assists eligible 
families and individuals with heating emer-
gencies. For more information or to apply 
for the program, dial 2-1-1 (or 1-888-774-
7633) or visit www.unitedwayli.org.

Tell Us About Your Event – We print 
local events free of charge for the towns of 
Moriches, Center Moriches, East Moriches, 
and Manorville, for our “AROUND TOWN” 

section. For inclusion, please submit infor-
mation by no later than the 15th of the 
month prior to the event.

Connecting with Seniors – The RSVP 
Telephone Reassurance Program makes 
daily phone calls to seniors living in the 
community. If you have a loved one or know 
of someone living alone who could benefit 
from a daily phone call, call 631-979-9490 
or visit www.rsvpsuffolk.org.

Free Food for Seniors – The Commodity 
Supplemental Food Program is offering free 
food for seniors aged 60 and over who meet 
income guidelines. Food packages include 
cheese, milk, starches, cereals, juices, 
canned fish, meats, vegetables and more. 
Call 631-491-4156 for information.

Moriches Chamber of Commerce – 
Meetings held at the Moriches Bay Diner, 
Montauk Hwy., every second Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. 

Volunteer Tutors Needed – Colonial 
Youth and Family Services Community 
Volunteer Corp. is seeking tutors at the Mas-
tic-Moriches-Shirley Community Library. For 
more information call Gary at 631-281-4461.

Pet Supplies Needed – RSVP Inc. Animal 
Welfare & Rescue Group is in the need of 
wet and dry dog and cat food, chews, blan-
kets/towels, pens and crates, and flea/tick 
preventatives. Please call 631-533-2PET 

(2738) or email info@rsvpinc.org to arrange 
a pickup. 

Extreme Weather Safety – Be prepared 
for extreme weather. Save PSEG’s 24-hour 
electric service number: 1-800-490-0075; 
follow PSEG Long Island on Facebook and 
Twitter for updates before and after storms; 
and make sure everyone in the family knows 
what to do in the case of an emergency. Visit 
www.psegliny.com/page.cfm/Home/Safety 
for video tips from YouTube, Sesame Street 
and more.

Gamblers Anonymous – Are you or some-
one you know living with a gambling prob-
lem? Call 631-297-6166 for help. Covering all 
areas of Long Island, Sunday-Friday.

Flag Disposal – Have a torn or faded Unit-
ed States flag? Boy Scout Troop 800 will 
dispose of it properly with flag disposal pro-
tocol. Email the troop at TroopPack800@
aol.com or call Pat at 631-874-0531.

Are You In Debt? – Debt Counseling Cor-
poration will have personal finance counsel-
ors at Brookhaven Town Hall in Farmingville 
by appointment. Call 631-698-2074 for 
information.

War on Want Project – Help fight global 
poverty by getting involved with a project 
aimed to raise funds and awareness of poor 
families in northeast Brazil. To learn more 
about the project, visit www.waronwant.org.

75 Years Ago 
FEBRUARY 1949

A meeting for the purpose of  organiz-
ing a Girl Scout troop in Eastport was 
held at Eastport High School. Among 
those attending were Mrs. Kenneth Carman
of  East Moriches and Mrs. John Hean and 
Mrs. John Newham, both of  Center Morich-
es.

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Lukert and children, 
Gwen and Gary, of  Moriches, accompa-
nied by Kevin and John Keane of  Manor-
ville, spent Saturday in New York, where 
they enjoyed a basketball game between 
the Knickerbockers and Philadelphia at 
Madison Square Garden.

Scoutmaster Martin Skarka of  East-
port Boy Scout Troop 31 was presented 
with the Arm of  Liberty Award at the 
giant court of  honor at the Eastport 
High School. The award is given to a 
scoutmaster when he has fulfilled many 
requirements, such as participating in 
community affairs and taking special 
Scout training courses. 

Hazel Bishop, Barbara Howell, Edith Ruland
and Dorothy Glover, all of  East Moriches, 
sang at the Hampton Star, Westhampton, 
accompanied by Mrs. Harry Nugent Jr. on 
piano. The numbers included “Lavender 
Blue” and “The Blonde Sailor.”

With Scout Harold Dunlap leading the 
responsive reading and Scout Frank Robin-
son reading from the Scriptures, the East 
Moriches Boy Scout troop attended the 
morning worship service at the Method-
ist Church on Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Plisko, Mr. and Mrs. Hen-
ry Pille, and Mr. and Mrs. Gilbery H. Carter, all 
of  Manorville, attended the annual Farm 
Bureau Roundup dinner at the Henry 
Perkins Hotel.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Steffens observed 
their 13th wedding anniversary with a 
two-day celebration at their home on 
Main Street, Center Moriches. 

A large and appreciative audience 
attended the combined band concert 
and art exhibit by the students of  Cen-
ter Moriches High School. The students 

whose artwork was exhibited included 
Jacqueline Hait, Edward Larsen, Raymond 
Cameron, Alfred Larsen, Anna Roth, Charles 
Roth, Robert Dayton, Ronald Herzog, Roger 
Titmus, William Moylan, William Reden, Peter 
May and Laura Bruno.

Topping the list for the second quar-
terly marking period, Joyce Warner, with 
an average of  93, again led the senior 
class of  Eastport High School in scholas-
tic standing. Marianne Lomaga and Cather-
ine Woronka again held second and third 
places, respectively.

The East Moriches Stamp Club met 
at the home of  Ms. Marion Raynor. The 
evening was spent in a general stamp 
swap and a stamp quiz was conducted 
by East Moriches High School principal 
Harry Huson. Richard Herbert was awarded 
a prize of  stamps for receiving the high-
est score.

Entries of  East Moriches poultryman, 
Hudson W. Darrow, won three top awards at 
the 101st Boston Poultry Show.

Playing in February at The Center 
Moriches Theatre: Cary Grant in “Every 
Girl Should Be Married”; Gene Kelly and 
Judy Garland in “Words and Music”; and 
Loretta Young and Robert Cummings in 
“The Accused.” 

50 Years Ago
FEBRUARY 1974

At a regular meeting of  the Rotary 
Club of  the Moriches, Doug Adams of  the 
Port Jefferson Rotary Club presented 
Moriches Club president John Newhouse
with a ticket to the “Potpourri Harmo-
ny,” featuring The Harborman’s Chorus 
of  the North Brookhaven Barbershop 
Chapter.

The past squadron commander signal 
flag was presented to newly installed 
commander Frank J. Nigrelli by outgoing 
commander Al Szezepanski at the Morich-
es Bay Power Squadron Change of  
Watch held at Sons of  Italy Hall in Mas-
tic Beach.

Navy Operation Specialist Second 
Class Angelo Contino of  Freestate Drive, 

Shirley, returned from a four-month 
deployment to the Mediterranean 
onboard the destroyer escort USS Joseph 
Howes, homeported in Newport, R.I.

Mr. and Mrs. William Bragg of  Lexington 
Road, Mastic, celebrated their 13th wed-
ding anniversary.

The Paquatuck Squaws, a group of  
women dedicated to raising funds for 
Camp Paquatuck, Center Moriches, cel-
ebrated their first birthday. Members of  
the Squaws are Mary Batista, secretary; 
Kitty Lake, treasurer; Verna Edwards, vice 
president; and Terry Klaus, president.

Anne Crump, an exchange student from 
Australia, presented the Rotary flag from 
the Australian club to Moriches Rotary 
Club president John Newhouse and club 
vice president James Dineen.

The Kiwanis Club of  the Moriches 
gave away an excess of  $2,650 at their 
first annual Giveaway Night. Among the 
grateful recipients were William Goeltz, 
representing Center Moriches High 
School, who accepted a pledge of  $500 for 

a scholarship; and Scoutmaster Charles 
Fossett of  Boy Scout Troop 414 of  Cen-
ter Moriches, who accepted $200 to help 
offset the cost of  a trip to the Philmont 
Reservation near Cimarron, N.M.

The exhibitions on display at the Cen-
ter Moriches Library feature the original 
wood carvings of  Leon Ruttner and the 
photography of  David Schmidt, both of  
Center Moriches.

Mary Beth Berch was named the Most 
Valuable Player on the Center Moriches 
volleyball team in the team’s last match 
against Miller Place. 

Sarah Mosley, who has worked as a 
teacher with the Bay Area Head Start 
since its inception six years ago, was 
named the director of  the facility.

Playing in February at local United 
Artists Theatres: “American Graffiti”; 
Walt Disney’s “Robin Hood”; Clint East-
wood in “Magnum Force”; Peter Boyle 
in “Crazy Joe”; and George Segal in “A 
Touch of  Class.”

- Compiled by Vanessa Graniello

February 1974: Ms. Kathy Gail Bergman, president of the Senior Class and Student Council at 
Center Moriches High School, presents Suffolk County executive John V.N. Klein with a class 
mascot during a ceremony held in county executive Klein’s Hauppauge office. 

AROUND TOWN

YEARS AGO
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CLASSIFIEDS OF MORICHES & MANORVILLE

ADVERTISE IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!
4 WEEKS, 4 PAPERS, PRINT & DIGITAL, 

FACEBOOK TOO, ONE LOW PRICE
CALL 631-475-1000 EXT. 11

Services

Services

ALEXIS ADAMS, 
SUPER HOST

JUST AWARDED THE DESIGNATION OF SUPER HOST!

Alexisnadams01@gmail.com CALL 631-708-4389

1215 Montauk Hwy. Oakdale
Offi ce: 631.870.7467
Direct: 631.708.4389
RealtyConnectUSA.com

Pelican Key, St. Maarten

acation     entalV R

SCAN ME

BOOK ONLINE: AIRBNB.COM
Majestic sunsets; walk to the 

beach; gated community; 
pool; located in one of the 

most coveted areas 
on the island! Licenced Salesperson

Services Real Estate

“For the Above Average Home”

REQUEST ESTIMATE ONLINE AT ABOVEALLFENCE.COM

SERVING ALL OF LONG ISLAND SINCE 1984

SELLING MATERIAL & ALL TYPES OF 
FENCE TO THE PUBLIC & CONTRACTORS

631.224.7905 MAIN LOCATION: 3310 Sunrise Hwy., East Islip
DISPLAYS ONLY AT SHIRLEY FEED:

675 Montauk Hwy., Shirley

Andrew Ringold 
Mini Excavation & 
Skid Steer Services
Land clearing,grading,backfill, trenching,
foundation digs, site preparation, cleanup,
dry well removal/installation, driveway
& concrete removal. LICENSED & INSURED

631-803-6439  |  arexcavating@hotmail.com 
andrewringoldminiexcavation.com

• Kitchen/Dining Room Chair Specialist
 Recovered, Reglued, Repaired
• Cushions Made to Order-Sofa, Window Seats, 
 Camper & Boat Cushions, Etc.  • Foam Cut to Size 
• Animal Damage Cushion Repair
• Kitchen Booths

CUSHION MAN/KITCHEN CHAIR MAN 
NEEDS WORK CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

THE FURNITURE HOSPITAL
PATCHOGUE 631.732.2689 • 516.659.2381

WWW.FURNITUREHOSPITAL.COMVINCENT MANNELLI

2ND 
GENERATION

OVER
50 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE

Removal Made Simple

LetGoJunk.com  •  631.885.3338

• Furniture Removal • Hot Tub Removal
• General Junk Removal
• TV’s and Electronics Removal
• Trash Removal • Shed Removal
• Construction Debris Removal
• Appliance Removal

REAL ESTATE AGENT SERVICES
https://letgojunk.com/c/let-go-junk/realtors/

Autos Wanted
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ALSO BUY MOTORCYCLES 
& MUSCLE CARS

ALL 
TRUCKS 
CARS 
VANS

HIGHEST 
PRICE$ PAID
FOR FIXABLE 

VEHICLES
Toyota, 

Honda, Nissan, 
Domestic or Foreign Fire

Restoration Experts!
Water MOld

631-236-9613
servicemasterbyar.com

Ask About Our Referral Program

Live or Work in a Stunning Space
Flooring | Cabinet Painting | Renovations

Exterior & Interior Painting
Get a FREE On-Site Estimate Today!

631.620.9555 • diverseinteriorsinc.com
info@diverseinteriorsinc.com

L I C E N S E D  &  I N S U R E D

Proud family-owned and operated business
offering competitive pricing plans and top-notch 

customer service for more than 10 years.

Count On 
L&H Fuel Oil, LLC

For All Your Heating Oil
Delivery Needs.

$10
OFF

Valid through
11/1/23 - 11/30/23

COLLECTOR CAR STORAGE
SURV. & ALARM
MONITORING

24 HOUR
SELF ACCESS24/7 SHARED

SPACE

$300
STARTING AT

PER CAR
PER MONTH

LIMITED SPACE REMAINING

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!
631-466-4662

thelongislandcollection.com

Follow Us

Electricity/Battery Tender Transportation Services
Detailing ServicesMaintenance Services

thelongislandcollection@yahoo.com

COLLECTOR CAR STORAGE
SURV. & ALARM
MONITORING

24 HOUR
SELF ACCESS24/7 SHARED

SPACE

$300
STARTING AT

PER CAR
PER MONTH

LIMITED SPACE REMAINING

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!
631-466-4662

thelongislandcollection.com

Follow Us

Electricity/Battery Tender Transportation Services
Detailing ServicesMaintenance Services

thelongislandcollection@yahoo.com

COLLECTOR CAR STORAGE

SURV. & ALARM

MONITORING

24 HOUR
SELF ACCESS24/7

SHARED
SPACE

$300
STARTING AT

PER CAR
PER MONTH LIMITED SPACE REMAINING

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!631-466-4662

thelongislandcollection.com

Follow Us

Electricity/Battery Tender Transportation Services

Detailing Services

Maintenance Services

thelongislandcollection@yahoo.com

COLLECTOR CAR STORAGESURV. & ALARMMONITORING 24 HOUR
SELF ACCESS

24/7 SHARED
SPACE

$300
STARTING AT

PER CARPER MONTH

LIMITED SPACE REMAINING

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!

631-466-4662

thelongislandcollection.com

Follow Us

Electricity/Battery Tender Transportation ServicesDetailing Services

Maintenance Services

thelongislandcollection@yahoo.com

Shower Door • Glass 
Window Repair

(Nassau and Suffolk Counties)

WINTER

Will take care and fix any 
of your Glass Work/Shower 
Repair. Windows, Shower 

Enclosures, Table Tops.

24/7 service & will beat any written estimate.
15 years professional experience. 631.579.2322
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BOX AD RATES
1 Col. x 1” Ads 

Start at $39

2 Col. x 2” 
Start at $110

ALL ADS APPEAR IN 
3 NEWSPAPERS!

The LI Advance
The Su�olk County News

The Islip Bulletin

Publisher’s notice: 
• All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise any preference, 

limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or discrimination. We will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

• All employment advertising herin is subject to section 296 of the human rights law which makes it illegal to advertise any preference 
based on religion, sex, familial status, arrest record, national origin, color, age, or disability. This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertisement for employment which is in violation of the law. Employment opportunities advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis.

BUY 2 WEEKS - GET 2 WEEKS FREE

More Classifieds on the next page

Help Wanted

Apartment for Rent

Apartment Wanted

Help Wanted

Home Services

Need help? Advertise the position 
here! Starting at $27

CALL 631-475-1000, X 11EMPLOYERS

EMPLOYERS:

Call Today!
631.475.1000

Advertise Your Job
Openings HERE! 

SERVING THE SOUTH SHORE FROM WEST ISLIP TO EAST MORICHES  |  TO PLACE AN AD CALL 631-475-1000 EXT. 11   |  CLASSIFIEDS@LIADVANCE.NET

Call or Stop by Our O�ces at
20 Medford Avenue, Patchogue

DEADLINE 
Tuesday at Noon

Automotive

Weddings, 
special events, 

hair color, 
any style. 

Check us out on Facebook
455 Medford Ave.
631-654-1820

LUCY’S HAIR 
ARTISTRY 

PATCHOGUE

We Meet
By Accident.

Blue Point
67 Kennedy Ave # A
(631) 363-7397
precisioncollisionbp.com

PRECISION COLLISION

631-654-0542

GIORDANO’S 
COLLISION

MODERN TECHNOLOGY - CLASSIC QUALITY

www.giordanos-collision.com
2160 Route 112 • Medford
(1 mile So. of L.I.E. • 2 miles No. of Sunrise Hwy.)

European Heated Spray Booth

Complete Automotive Repair Center

“Let Us Baby Your Baby”• Foreign & Domestic
• Unibody Specialists
• Insurance Claim Specialists
• Exact Color Matching
• Lifetime Warranty

Family Owned 
& Operated

www.OutbackPTS.com

PORTABLE TOILET SERVICE
                     631-207-POTY
                                  (7689)

 Paul A. Loesch Bruce R. Loesch lll

Dumpster Rentals
10-15-20 Yard Containers
Call Dominik at 631-926-8593

Dumpster Rentals
10-15-20 Yard Containers

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING 
SPECIALISTS

Sales • Service
Installation • Maintenance • Contracts
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES & MODELS

Serving Long Island Since 1967

CALL TODAY 631.363.6600
FREE ESTIMATES

120 N. Division Ave., Blue Point
www.mythermatrolhvac.com

ADVANTAGE ELECTRIC 
OVER 30 YEARS OF SERVING SUFFOLK COUNTY

FREE ESTIMATES • 631-543-1276
Lic.# 3735-E/Ins • Mastercard and Visa Accepted

• Ceiling Fans
• Attic Fans
• Interior Lighting
• Exterior Lighting
• Service Changes 

• Interior Outlets
• Exterior Outlets
• Doorbells
• Heating
• Car Chargers

• Cable Lines
• Wiring for 

Generators
• AC Wiring
• Hot Tubs

FREE ESTIMATES • 631-543-1276
Lic.# 3735-E/Ins • Mastercard and Visa Accepted

FEATURED ADVERTISERS - PREMIUM LISTINGS
CARPET • VINYL • CERAMIC • HARDWOOD • LAMINATES • BLINDS

SERVICE DEPT: 631-653-7847 www.CarpetExpressLI.com

THE HOUSE OF CARPETS, INC
TONY PORCELLI

Family Owned Since 1976
Tony@CarpetExpressLI.com

1135 Montauk Hwy.
Mastic

631-399-1890
WE PROMISE

We will beat any competitor’s offer
GUARANTEED!

*Conditions apply.

721 Rt. 25A
Rocky Point

631-744-1811
FLOOR CARE

& 
MAINTENANCE

Mechanic
FOR CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY
Maintaining trucks and 

equipment. Experienced, 
must have own tools,
Heated shop, benefi ts
Minimum- to $100 an hour
516-458-7328

Driver 
machine/
operator

Experienced in heavy 
motorized Equipment, 

valid CDL, benefi ts
Knowledge of south 
shore and Eastern LI
Minimum- to $100 an hour
516-458-7328

631.776.9237

Reliable, Dependable, Bilingual
From Demo To Finished Product

Expertise In Finish Carpentry

Do It All Guy for Hire
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

***AAA*** AUTO BUYERS $Highest$ 
Ca$h  Paid$. All Years/ Conditions! 
WE VISIT YOU! Or Donate, Tax Deduct 
+ Ca$h. DMV ID#1303199.  Call LUKE 
516-VAN-CARS.   516-297-2277. {N}

Health

HEARING AIDS!! High-quality recharge-
able, powerful Audien hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. Tiny and 
NEARLY INVISIBLE! 45-day money back 
guarantee! 855-598-5898. {N}

2 Bedroom w/ 
Home O�  ce, 1.5 
Bath. Large Lot 

in Hampton Bays. 
Full Basement, 
Workshop, and 
Ample Parking. 

$3200/Mo + 
Utilities. Call Marc 

917-656-9166.

FOR
RENT Quarltere’s

Painting
Restoration Specialists
Residential and Commercial 
Interior, Exterior, Staining

 Power Washing 
Decks Stained and Sealed 

 Finishing Staircase and Railings 
Color Consulting
Owner Operated

516-852-4594
Licensed 52877-H

Quarltere’s 
TREE SERVICE

Residential & 
Commercial

*Tree Removal 
& Pruning

*Stump Grinding
*Prompt Service
*Reasonable Rates
*Free Estimates
631-447-5362

Sunny, warm apt., prvt. 
bath, closets. 

Microwave or no cooking
Federal, Day-worker

Sayville grad. 
Non-smoker, no pets

631-880-2441

RENTAL NEEDED 
LG. ROOM/

STUDIO
SAYVILLE SOUTH 
OF MONTAUK

/BAYPORT

SENIOR 
SEEKING 
LIVE-IN 

COMPANION
Mastic beach, 

private home in 
exchange for room 

and board and
light duties. Female 

Senior preferred
References required.
CALL 631-909-4350

Live-In Companion

Health

DENTAL Insurance

Call 1-855-225-1434
Dental50Plus.com/Nypress

Get your FREE Information Kit
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

Great coverage for retirees.

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find a network provider, go to 
physiciansmutual.com/find-dentist. This specific offer not available in CO, NV, NY, VA – call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your 
state. Certificate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469, P150/B439 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).

                  

6347

Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc. seeks Lead 
Software Engineer in Edgewood, NY to investigate 

system & programming problems, propose 
solutions & recommend design improvements. 

Analyze product requirements & translate them 
into detailed system functionality. Salary range: 
$169,229 - $170,000 *Position is based out of 

Edgewood, NY offi ce however candidate is eligible 
to work remotely from any state in the U.S. where 

Broadridge is authorized to do business, with 
manager & HR approval.  Send resume+cvr ltr to: 

TARecruitment@Broadridge.com Ref. code required: 
Lead Software Engineer. 7500642.
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Pet Adoption
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More classifieds on the next page

Home Services MiscelleneousHome Services

Blossom
Young friendly

kitty

Dash
Young friendly

kitty

Noah
Sweet adult

mixed breed dog
looking for love!

Damiana
Sweet adult

mixed breed dog
looking for love!

ADOPT DON’T SHOP
Wooded Acres Animal Hospital Supports

Kent Animal Shelter
2259 River Rd. Calverton, NY 11933

631-727-5731

Wooded Acres Animal Hospital SupportsWooded Acres Animal Hospital SupportsWooded Acres Animal Hospital Supports

Call 877-516-1160 to 
schedule your free quote!

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That Moves with 
You with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE information kit. Call 888-514-
3044. {N}

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments 
for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 866-393-3636. {N}

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider 
that proudly stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. Financing available. Call 
1-888-920-9937. {N}

THANK YOU FOR READING YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER. 
FOR HOME DELIVERY SEE PAGE 2

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert® is always 
here for me.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

Help at Home

sends help fast, 24/7.
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.
���������������������������������������������
�	��������
�����������������������������������������������������������

CALL TODAY (877) 651-1637

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance

����������������������������������������


Vacation Rentals

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
1-855-478-9473

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more 
with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. Effective - 01/01/2023 - subject to 
change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as 
the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Offer valid at time 
of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT 
#HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, 
MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-
5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR  
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

$2500 OFF.

Get your dream kitchen
remodel today and take

855.281.6439
Up to 10-15% O� maintenance-free cabinet door collections. Cannot be combined with any other o�ers. O�er valid during initial 

consultation only. Does not apply to prior purchases. Homeowner must  complete their free design consultation by 6/30/2024 to 
qualify for this promotion. NYLicense#Nassau:H1759490000 Su�olk:16183H NY/Rockland:5642.

ON YOUR INSTALLATION
50%  OFF

Limited Time Offer! SAVE!
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

Additional savings for military, 
health workers and fi rst responders

10%  OFF
MADE IN THE U.S.A.

1.855.492.6084
FREE ESTIMATE

Expires 3/31/2024

Before After

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions 
may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and 
the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO 
NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriemetalroofs.com/erie-licenses/. 

Up to

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-916-54731-855-916-5473

SUNRISE COMPUTER REPAIR & SALES
•Set up  
•Software upgrade
•Diagnostic  
•Data recovery
•Memory up grade  
•Net working
•Smart TV and Thermostat set up
•Laptop screen repair

Serving 
Suffolk 
County

On Site or Remote • 25 Years Experience
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 631-764-7788
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Advertise Your House for Sale 
In Your Hometown Paper
Call 631-475-1000, Ext. 11

SERVING THE SOUTH SHORE FROM WEST ISLIP TO EAST MORICHES  |  TO PLACE AN AD CALL 631-475-1000   |  CLASSIFIEDS@LIADVANCE.NET

Real EstateAutomotive

Pet Adoption

Let me help you sell your home 
for the VERY BEST PRICE!

Cheryl A.  
Zeranti, 

SRES®

Offi ce: 631.870.7467
Direct: 631.834.0770

1215 Montauk Hwy. Oakdale
RealtyConnectUSA.com 631-834-0770

91 HENEARLY DR
MILLER PLACEustJ oldS

NYS Licensed Real 
Estate Salesperson

Real Estate

This Ad Proudly Sponsored by:

Call 631-627-3665 
to Adopt Today!

Misty - 8 Year Old Female
Mixed Breed

Maple, Clove & Toasty
1 Year Bonded Rabbits

ST. FRANCIS
HOSPITAL FOR ANIMALS

Finest Most Compassionate Vet Care 
with State of the Art Facility

• Dental
• Flea & Tick
• Micro Chip

• Nutrition
• Allergies
• Surgery

• Wellness
• Senior Care
• Laser Therapy

631.593.1771 • 1430 Montauk Highway, Oakdale

Almost

Animal Rescue & Adoption, Inc.
646 Medford Ave. Patchogue

HOME
Find Your New Best Friend at

Gem - 1+ Year Old Female
Pit Mix

Douglas - 2 Year Old Male
Mixed Breed

Personal

Mario is in dire n� d �  a
KIDNEY!

SO HE CAN CONTINUE THE JOURNEY OF LIFE!

please help us search for 0+/- Living donor

Please contact Libby
at 516-666-0899 

(text or call)
Email: mforest@northwell.edu

REWARD!
becoming a hero and 

saving a life!

leftie - rightie
either will do

DIRECTV Sports Pack – 3 Months on Us! Watch pro and college sports LIVE. Plus over 
40 regional and specialty networks included. NFL, College Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, 
Golf and more. Some restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918. {N}

SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS!  Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES and 300,000 
HOTELS across the world.  Let us do the research for you for FREE! Call: 877 988 7277. 
{N}

Riverhead 1440 sqft., Large Fixed Mobile 
Home, 3 Beds, 2 Baths, Lg LR, EIK, DR, 
Laundry Room, Lg Enclosed Sunroom, 

Shed, Carport, AC. Over 55.

$160,000 • Call 631-680-9224

STOP PAYING RENT…OWN!

Land-Rent Includes:
Taxes, Water, Trash, Sewage and Roads - $1173/month

������� ������ �������

����������
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ALSO BUY MOTORCYCLES 
& MUSCLE CARS

ALL 
TRUCKS 
CARS 
VANS

HIGHEST 
PRICE$ PAID
FOR FIXABLE 

VEHICLES
Toyota, 

Honda, Nissan, 
Domestic or Foreign

Patchogue Village
2-Room front facing Office 
For Rent $749
2-Room Office in the VILLAGE OF PATCHOGUE with 2 windows is now available! 
Fresh paint and new flooring. A total of approx. 200 Sq/Ft. - each room about 
100 Sq/Ft. each (with a door between them) lavatory in the building, small 
common lobby, direct mail delivery, ample parking, quiet building. Utilities 
included (not cable/internet), lite janitorial provided.

Call 631-475-1000 x27

Suffolk County Police Homicide 
Squad and Arson Section detectives are 
investigating the circumstances sur-
rounding the death of  a man whose 
body was found following a fire in an 
abandoned Moriches house on Jan. 24. 

A 911 caller reported a fire at 151 Mon-
tauk Highway at approximately 11:50 
p.m. After the fire was extinguished, a 

man’s body was found in the house. 
The man’s identity and cause of  

death will be determined during an 
autopsy by personnel from the Office 
of  the Suffolk County Medical Exam-
iner. 

Following a preliminary investiga-
tion, detectives believe the cause of  the 
fire to be non-criminal in nature. n

Man found dead in 
abandoned house fire

File photo
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Shirley—$569,900  Beautiful, 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath 
Victorian with modern features to satisfy just about every 
buyer. Completion on or about March 2024.

Riverhead—$749,900 New construction, 3 bedroom, 
2 full bath raised ranch on one acre. Full basement with 
outside entrance. Full of upgrades!  

                             

East Moriches—$2,300,000  One of a kind, fully 
renovated, 4 bedroom, 5.5 bath, 5,100 sqft barn with 
amazing upgrades and inground pool with blue stone patio. 

Great River—$3,500,000  Prime location! Immaculate, 
12 room, waterfront contemporary on pristine 2.7 acres with 
252’ of bulkhead on Connetquot River.

Jamesport—$2,199,900 Stunning, custom built, 4 
bedroom, 4.5 bath, 3,400 sqft home with too many features 
to list! Must see!

Centereach—$599,900  Modern, 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 
center hall colonial on dead end street with all the upgrades 
today’s buyers want and need! Move in ready! 




